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Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association

Newsletter

M essage from the President

Dear APALA Members:
It has been a great privilege to be your President for 2004 — 2005.

There were both tragedies and achievements during this year. We had the Tsunami
that hit Southeast Asiain December, resulting in the loss of hundreds of thousands
of precious lives, homes, businesses, and many libraries. Sri Lankan librarians
asked us to help them rebuild their libraries and we as the APALA supported the
Resolution submitted to ALA Council by APALA member and Councilor Thaddeus
Benar.

We also suffered a great personal loss. Our past APALA President and one of the
professon’s most beloved and respected Asian American Librarians, Charlotte
Chung-Sook Kim, passed away in May after valiant battle with cancer. | had the
privilege of working with Charlotte in 1997 during the ALA Annual Conference in
San Francisco. She organized the first Korean and Korean American Librarians
Conference and | moderated one of the sessions. It is still one of my most-treasured
memories as a librarian. We al miss her presence at APALA. Please continue to
keep her surviving family in your thoughts. The Resolution in Charlotte’s honor
will be submitted to the APALA All-Committee/Executive Board Meeting in Chi-
cago and to the ALA Council.

Additionally we had a change in our Executive Director’s position. As you aready
know, Dr. Ling Hwey Jeng started her new position as the Chair of the Library
School at Texas Woman's University last year. Due to her extremely hectic sched-
ule, she asked us to appoint an interim Executive Director to work with her so the
responsibilities of the ED office could continue. Her request was approved by the
Executive Board in January, and APALA past Presidents Gary Colmenar and
Sushila Shah willingly accepted to share the responsibilities as Interim Executive
Directors. | am sure you all would agree with me that both of our Interim Executive
Directors are doing very well!

Dr. Clara Chu of UCLA Library School was selected as one of the Movers and
Shakers of Library profession. Dr. Chu has been a fierce fighter and committed
educator for diversity in our profession. Kudosto Dr. Chu

the best in her future endeavors. My personal wish is that many librarians with Dr.
Chu'’ s passion and abilities would come along to follow in her footsteps.

My Presidential platform was recruiting future APA librarians. | do not expect im-
mediate results from thisinitiative. | am sure that many of you are still putting forth
your best efforts to express our desire to recruit future librarians from our cultura
backgrounds. Sometimes we might feel that our efforts are in vain because we do
not see the results right way. However, | strongly believe in the wisdom of one
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small mustard seed. When you plant one tiny and insignificant mustard seed, without knowing it, it grows
out and the seed gives plenty of “results.” | think all we need to do is to be a good example of an Asian/
Pacific American librarian. Whenever and wherever you meet, help or work with people, you do your best
and give a positive impression, and you have planted a small mustard seed which will grow big eventually.
Whenever | have a conversation with a future librarian, | have found that almost all decided to become a li-
brarian because they met librarians who inspired them due to the good impression they made of themselves
and for the profession.

| truly enjoyed being your President as a representative of APALA. | have shortcomings like anyone else and
may not have met some of your expectations; | hope that | was able to fulfill most of them.

| sincerely wish happiness and joy to all APALA Members. We are going to have excellent programs pre-
pared by President-elect Ganga Dakshinamurti during the ALA Annual Conference in Chicago. Hope to see
many of you there!

Thank you very much for the support you showed me this past year!

Sincerely,

Heawon Paick

Please join us at these APALA programs at the 2005 ALA Annua Confer-
encein Chicago

O TheAll Committee and Executive Board meeting on Saturday, June 25 from 5-7:00 PM at the Hyatt Re-
gency Chicago Grand Ballroom F.

O The APALA Annua Program on Sunday, June 26 from 1:30 - 3:30 PM at McCormick Place (MCP),
S105A. Membership meeting to follow program.

Doesyour library collection " Stack-Up" to meet the needs of Asian Pacific Americansin your commu-
nities? Asthe Asian Pacific American (APA) population growsin the U.S,, libraries across the United
States have been devel oping their collections to serve the needs of this multi-lingual and ethnically diverse
group. How does one nurture a collection that serves both the information needs of diverse APA populations
and Asian American Studies scholars? What issues influence the publishing industry in producing books and
other materials by and about Asian Pacific Americans? What motivates an author to write about and for
Asian Pacific Americans? What are the current trends in academic writing in the field of Asian American
Studies? A panel of librarians, scholars, writers, and publishers will address these questions taking examples
from their own personal and professional experiences.

Speakers: Joel Bangilan, Juvenile Services Librarian, Houston Public Library; Janet Hyunju Clarke, In-
structor Program & Asian American Studies Selector, Stony Brook University Libraries; Gene Moy, Asian
American community advocate and historian, Asian Community Online Network; Karen Tel Y amashita,
Associate Professor of Literature and Creative Writing, UC Santa Cruz, .Writer and Asian American Studies
scholar; Fecilitator Dr. Ganga Dakshinamurti, Reference Librarian, Albert D. Cohen Management Library,
University of Manitoba




RESOLUTION FOR CHARLOTTE KIM

ASIAN/PACIFIC AMERICAN LIBRARIANSASSOCIATION
RESOLUTION FOR CHARLOTTE CHUNG-SOOK KIM

WHEREAS, Charlotte Chung-Sook Kim passed away on May 1, 2005 after a valiant battle with cancer; and,

WHEREAS, Charlotte Kim was born Chung-Sook Charlotte Hong in Koreaand in her professional life was
known by her colleagues and friends as Charlotte; and,

WHEREAS, after earning her Bachelor’s degree at Y onsei University in Seoul, she came to the U.S. to study
for her Master’ s degree in Education at Dugquesne University in Pittsburgh and while she worked on her
Master' s degree she became the Children’s Librarian at the Whitehall Public Library in Pittsburgh, where her
interest in and love of public librarianship first blossomed; and,

WHEREAS, Charlotte Kim took ayear off from work after earning her Master’ s degree in Education (1967)
to enrall in the Master’ s degree program in Library Science at the University of Pittsburgh; and,

WHEREAS, after earning her ML S at the U. of Pittsburgh, she was hired by the Carnegie Library of Pitts-
burgh and by 1976 had risen to the position of Division Head; and,

WHEREAS, in 1985 she moved to Chicago to join The Chicago Public Library asaBranch Head and in
1989 was appointed Northwest District Chief; and,

WHEREAS, Charlotte Kim was promoted to the position of Assistant Commissioner for Neighborhood Ser-
vicesin 1990, one of three top aidesto the Library Commissioner and responsible for the day-to-day man-
agement and operation of 87 branches and regional libraries and was involved in the capital campaigns for
more than 30 branch buildings; and,

WHEREAS, as the Assistant Commissioner of The Chicago Public Library, Charlotte Kim was the highest
ranking Asian American administrator of alarge urban public library in the U.S., adistinction she held
through her retirement from CPL in 2004; and,

WHEREAS, Charlotte Chung-Sook Kim was activein ALA and served on its International Relations Com-
mittee and Planning and Budget Assembly; the LAMA Membership Committee; the PLA International Rela
tions and Multi-lingual Materials and Library Services Committees; as an officer in the Ethnic Materia s and
Information Exchange Round Table and was elected in 1993 as a Councilor at Large; and,

WHEREAS, during her first year on ALA Council, Charlotte Kim was proud to assist with the drafting and
approval of ALA Policy 60.6 Library and Information Servicesto Asian Americans; and,

WHEREAS, Charlotte Kim was elected Vice President/President-Elect of the Asian/Pacific American Li-
brarians Association (APALA) in 1990 and served with great distinction and expertise asits President in
1991-92 and Past President in 1992-93; and,

WHEREAS, in 1997 at the ALA Annual Conferencein San Francisco, Charlotte Kim coordinated the first
conference for Korean and Korean American librarians to be held in the U.S. and served as a role model to
future APALA members; and,

WHEREAS, Charlotte Kim was honored in her community for her volunteer work with the Korean YMCA,
(Continued on page 8)




2005 APAL A Scholarship Recipient

The APALA Scholarship Committee is pleased to announce that Richard Leis the recipient of thisyear’s
APALA Scholarship Award. Richard will receive $1,000 for the 2005 Fall semester.

Richard Le will pursue hisMastersin Library and Information Science at San Jose State University, San
Jose, California. He currently works as an Administrative Assistant for Project Read — The Adult Literacy
Program at the San Francisco Public Library, San Francisco, California.

APALA Scholarship Fund Needs Your Financial Support

APALA, through the work of the Scholarship Committee, has made a commitment to provide financial as-
sistance to outstanding students through the scholarship fund. We enjoy helping outstanding Asian Pacific
American studentsto fulfill their dreams of becoming librarians. However, we are running out of money!
With the remaining funds, we can only offer a $1000 award for one more year! Unless we raise additional
money, the APALA scholarship will end. We need your help in continuing the APALA scholarship pro-
gram to support and encourage the next generation of Asian Pacific American librarians!

The APALA Scholarship Committee would like to thank Past President Gary Colmenar for making a pledge
of $250.00 to the APALA Scholarship Fund. Gary hopes that his contribution will inspire other membersto
make a generous donation and help keep the Scholarship Award available for future librarians.

Kyung-Sun Kim, Assistant Professor at SL1S/University of Wisconsin-M adison,
Recipient of Diversity Research Grant from ALA Officefor Diversity

Ms. Kim's project proposes to assess what LIS schools and other library/information professional associa-
tions have been doing for the recruitment and retention of minority students, from the minorities point of
view. The objectivesinclude: (1) to identify successful aswell as unsuccessful strategies that LIS schools
and other related associations have used for recruiting and retaining minority students, and (2) to provide
suggestions to improve the recruitment and retention of minority students, which will ultimately contribute to
the ethnic/cultural diversity in librarianship.

Minority librarians who have graduated from LIS schools will be contacted through different mailing lists
(e.g., mailing lists of American Indian Library Association, Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association,
Black Caucus of the American Library Association, Chinese American Librarians Association, REFORMA,
etc.), and asked to participate in the study. A Web-based survey questionnaire will be used to collect data.

Kyung-Sun Kim

Assistant Professor

School of Library and Information Studies
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Phone: (608)263-2941; Fax: (608)263-4849
E-mail: kskim@slis.wisc.edu




Janet Hyunju Clarke, head of the Library Instruction Program and Asian American Studies selector at
Stony Brook University Libraries, is co-author of a nationally-recognized online library research tool, the
SBU Library Research Guide. This online tutorial was featured as the Association of College and Research
Libraries@nstruction Section®" Site-of-the-Month" for March, 2005 <http://www.ala.org/a a/acrlbucket/is/
iscommittees/webpages/emergingtech/site/march2005.htm>. As part of this recognition, the tutoria will be-
come part of a peer-reviewed database of high-quality online resources called PRIMO (Peer-Reviewed In-
structional Materials Online).

The SBU Library Research Guide <http://www.stonybrook.edu/library/tutorial/> was created by Clarke
andGodlind Johnson, head of the Science and Engineering Library at SBU, with funding from a Presidential
Mini-grant for Innovative Teaching Projects awarded in 2003. The design of the tutorial, which was modeled
after Western Michigan University® Searchpath and IlUPUI® Inflite, was key, says Clarke, who conducted an
informal focus group to test product usability during the construction phase. "We wanted a library research
tutorial that would appeal to the net generation of college students who thrive on self-service by making it
easy to navigate, interactive, fun (it contains video-game-type learning tools), and available 24/7," Clarke
said. Thetutorial, which consists of 334 web pages, has six free-standing modules (Choosing a Topic, Identi-
fying Sources, Using STARS [the library®catal og], Finding Articles, Using the Web, and Citing Sources)
and is designed to complement face-to-face library instruction. The authors hope to expand the tutoria by
adding subject- or course-specific modulesin its next iteration.

Hoa (Kate) Flanagan has been accepted into the Ph.D. program of Library Science at the University of Wis-
consin-Madison. Sheisarecipient of the 2005/06 Advanced Opportunity Fellowship from the Graduate
School of the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Kate is excited about the award and looks forward to start-
ing the program.

Tamiye Meehan, Library Director of the Indian Trails Public Library District (Wheeling, IL) and past
APALA president, has been elected as the president of the lllinois Library Association for the 2006-07 term.
Her term begins on July 1% as president-elect/vice-president. Congratulations, Tamiye!

Buenaventura" Ven" Basco Appointed Associate University Librarian at University of Central Florida

Ven Basco, APALA Treasurer, came to the University of Central Floridafrom the Paim Beach County Li-
brary System, where he started his career as a Reference Librarianin 1995. Ven spent three years in the pub-
liclibrary until he was hired as an instructor librarian at UCF. He spent two years as an instructor librarian
before he was promoted to Assistant University Librarian. Most recently, he was promoted to Associate Uni-
versity Librarian. Currently, he works as the Reference Desk Coordinator.

Congratulations to Ven on his well-deserved promotion!

Dr. Henry Chang, director of Braille Institute Library Services (Los Angeles) and founding member of
APALA , and Ledie Stocker, president of Braille Institute, the library’ s administering organization, received
acheck for $1,000 together with a plague commemorating the library’ s excellence, innovation, and special
achievements in providing service to blind and physically handicapped individuals. “I’m proud to accept this
recognition on behalf of our staff, volunteers, and patrons. Two thousand and four was a challenging year,
but they rose to the occasion, providing outstanding service to our blind community,” Chang said.




WELCOME TO NEW APALA MEMBERS!

EmelieR. Algenio
Florence Espritu
Jill Fukunuga
Sarah Jeong
Reinette Jones
SangKi Kwon
Laura Park
Jennifer Wong
Vynarack Xaykao
Mary Yogi

APALA Members: Please keep us up-to-date. Send us your news to share with your colleagues. | would
like to report the following!

Name:

Address;

Email your news to Kenneth Y amashita, Chair, Publications Committee, Stockton-San Joaguin County Pub-
lic Library, ken.yamashita@ci.stockton.ca.us




Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association
Affiliated with the American Library Association
Membership Application

DATE Please check one:.  _ NEW MEMBER __ RENEWAL
(APALA Membership year isfrom January 1 to December 31)

NAME:

FIRST MIDDLE LAST

POSITION

ORGANIZATION

PREFERRED ADDRESS: __ Work __Home

WORK ADDRESS HOME ADDRESS

CITY CITY

STATE ZIP STATE ZIP

PHONE: (Office) (Home)

(Fax) E-MAIL
(Optional) Please describe your HERITAGE
Indicate, in order of preference, the committees on which you wish to serve APALA
(Seelists of committeesin APALA Directory):

1.
2.
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY: __ Persona ($20) __ Student ($10) __Institutional ($50) __ Life ($300)

DUES: $
DONATION Ching-chih Chen Leadership Development Fund: $
APALA Scholarship Fund: $
SheilaS. Lai Research Grant Fund: $
APALA General Fund: $
TOTAL AMOUNT: $
** Donation to APALA istax-deductible to the extent allowed by law **

& I & ( !
APALA Membership
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(Continued from page 3)

the Korean American Senior Center and the Korean American Community Services; by her ancestral country
in 2001 asa U.S. representative to South Korea for awomen’s rights conference; and by the City of Chicago
in 2003 with the Osterman Award for outstanding public service; and,

WHEREAS, Charlotte Chung-Sook Kim will be remembered by her library colleagues and friends as a bril-
liant, gracious, refined, strong, compassionate, pragmatic, and determined administrator in whom profes-
sional ethics and principals of the highest degree, awarm, engaging personality and a passion for providing
the best library servicesto all her constituents synergistically co-existed in one extraordinary individual; now,
therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that Charlotte Chung-Sook Kim will remain in our memories and our hearts as a cham-
pion of APALA members and of library servicesto the Asian and Pacific communities of the U.S. and inter-
nationaly; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be presented to the Council of the American
Library Association and to the family of Charlotte Chung-Sook Kim.

Executive Board of the Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association

Heawon Paick, President

APALA Members of ALA Council

Patty Wong, Councilor at Large

Ken Y amashita, Councilor at Large (Second)
Thaddeus Bejnar, New Mexico Chapter Councilor
Gladys Smiley Bell, Councilor at Large

DoraHo, Councilor at Large

Ling Hwey Jeng, Councilor at Large

En Claire Knowles, Councilor at Large
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