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M essage from the President

In this day and age, if there is one thing that each of us can be sure that we
are dl facing, that is very likely to be lack of time to accomplish all that we
strive to do. Like Alice in Wonderland, many a time we seem to be vigor-
oudly ‘running hard’ just so we can stay in place without ‘backdliding’. At

other times, we are running around trying to catch up with our ‘yesterdays,
( ) thereby making al our ‘todays’ into ‘yesterdays aswell, and never planning
for our ‘tomorrows'! As the saying goes in my language (Tamil), thisis tan-

IS % ' tamount to always using the top leaf from a pile of banana leaves because the

top leaf is turning brown dlightly and you want to use it before it turns fully

. ) - | brown the next day — but in that process ending up repeatedly using only the

LB % top leaf that is turning brown and never using the green leaves waiting to be
‘spotted’! If only we can throw away some of our browning ‘ yesterday dues’,
we can more readily turn our attention to the green ‘todays'!

Why this preamble, you may ask. These are thoughts borne out of personal
anguish! Since returning from the Midwinter meeting, | have been struggling
4 with this type of situation. All of us tend to wear ‘many caps as we are
called upon to be involved in diverse activities and it is not unusual for most
0 of us to be juggling our acts on a day to day basis as we switch our roles

' from professional to socia to cultural or persona areas of our lives. As a
matter of fact, this juggling act has become the norm for many of us now,
8 and | for one have been quite used to it. Yet, during the past couple of
% months, this routine had become an uphill task. | seemed to be perennialy

Cs % handling the ‘browning leaves and never the ‘ green ones'!

) ' The reason was not too far away. My husband had a heart attack in early
) 3" February and underwent angioplasty. For the next one month, my mind

wiped out all pending matters. Reflecting back now, | could see that was my
mental coping mechanism kicking in. It has also taken me much longer to get
back to these pending matters one by one, including the activity of preparing
and sending this message, | am sure much to the editors' legitimate chagrin!

Why this paralysis of mind that is only now seems to be loosening its grip,
albeit in its own lingering way? Looking back, | now realize something fun-
damental: for workplace productivity, emotional well being is even more
critical than physica well being, particularly when it concerns handling
thinking activities that constitute a large portion of librarians' work. Much as
| was conscious of all that | needed to do, | could only attend till now to what
was in front of me, like the ‘browning leaf’, thereby falling into the trap of

(Continued on page 2)
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The month of May, Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, is dedicated to Ms. Helen Agcaoili
Summers Brown, the founder of the Filipino American Library ("FAL") in Historic Filipinotown,
LosAngeles. FAL had a special fundraising event in her honor at the end of April and this past
Saturday we had a birthday celebration for her because she turned 91 yearsold. "Auntie Helen" as
we affectionately call her, is an inspiring leader in the Filipino American community of Los Ange-
les.

Auntie Helen was active in the civil rights movement of the sixties. She championed the rights of
the disadvantaged and the oppressed and was a strong advocate of affirmative action for Asian
Americans, particularly those of Filipino ancestry. A teacher at the Los Angeles Unified School
District until her retirement in 1985, she lobbied the school district to recognize the specia needs of
Filipino school children advocating for the hiring and promotion of Filipino schoolteachers.

After her retirement from teaching, Auntie Helen brought her home library to the Filipino Christian
Church in Los Angeles@ilipino Town, transforming a storage room in the basement into a commu-
nity library. The library was officially inaugurated on October 13, 1985. She called it the Pilipino
American Reading Room and Library ("PARRAL"). PARRAL wasthefirst such library in the
United States, owned and managed by a Filipino American for Filipino Americans. It was renamed
the Filipino American Library in 1989 www.filipinoamericanlibrary.org. - From Jonathan Lorenzo

(Continued from page 1)

perennially concerned with my ‘yesterdays and making all my ‘todays into yesterdays, and of
course nowhere near thinking about my ‘tomorrows'!

| am happy to say both my husband, and hence |, are back on track now. The tasks ahead for me as
APALA President are still daunting in terms of clearing all pending matters, but in the remaining
two months, | plan to work methodically with the hope of redeeming myself at least to some extent
in your views by removing al the ‘browning leaves so the incoming Executive can start with
‘green leaves'. What better place to culminate this effort than New Orleans — a city that has gone
through so much that al of our day to day trials and tribulations pale in significance. | invite you all
to come to the Annual meeting in June. Our presence in the City will reaffirm to all our colleagues
there that their struggles and efforts matter to us and we stand together with them in clearing all the
‘browning leaves’ and start handling all the ‘green leaves'. Stay on board with me to strengthen
APALA and to help each other to move forward. Many an exciting event is yet waiting for us this
year, starting with the program for the annual in New Orleans, and leading to the JCLC 2006 in Oc-
tober in Dallas.

| am back in the grove and it is a good feeling! Here is wishing you al persona and emotional well
being. See you in New Orleans!




CONFERENCE PROGRAM

Thisisto remind you about APALA®meetings at New Orleans as listed below, thanks to Gary Col-
menar. Please plan on attending both the events and also the Saturday dinner. We have an exciting
program planned; the New Executive Board will be formed; and we can al have a great time to-
gether on Saturday night! And through our attendance and participation, we will be extending our
moral and financial support to the city emerging courageously from the past calamity. Seeyouin
New Orleans!

APALA's Schedule at New Orleans:

6/24/2006 Saturday 01:30 pm - 03:30 pm WY ND Magnolia Il (Wyndham Canal Place):
(221780) APALA All Committee and Board Meeting

6/24/2006 Saturday Evening:
APALA Social Dinner (place to be announced by Gary!)

6/25/2006 Sunday 10:30 am - 12:00 pm MAR Mardi Gras D (New Orleans Marriott):

221310 APALA - Approachesto Developing Library Program Services for Asian and
Pacific ISlander Communities: Lessons from the Field

Ganga Dakshinamurti
APALA President
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Winners;
Adult Title:

Aloft by Chang-rae Lee (New Y ork: Penguin, 2004)
Young Readers Text only:
Kira Kira by Cynthia Kadohata (New Y ork: Antheneum, 2004)
Young Readers lllustration only:
Firekeeper’s Son by Linda Sue Park and Julie Downing (Illustrator). (New Y ork:
Clarion, 2004.)

Honor Books:
Adult Title:
Saving Fish From Drowning by Amy Tan (New Y ork: Puthnam, 2005)
Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See (New Y ork: Random House, 2005)
Young Readers Text only :
Project Mulberry by Linda Sue Park (New Y ork: Clarion Books, 2005)
Shanghai Messenger by Andrea Cheng (New York: Lee & Low Books, 2005)
Young Readers lllustration only:
Bread Song by Frederick Lipp and Jason Gaillard (Illustrator) (New Y ork:
Mondo Publishing, 2004)
Sixteen Yearsin Sixteen Seconds by Paula'Y 0o and Dom Lee (lllustrator)
(New York: Lee & Low Books, 2005)

For more information, please check out the APALA website: www.apal aweb.org

DoraHo, Chair

Asian/Pacific American Award for Literature Committee
Young Adult Librarian

Los Angeles Public Library - Young Adult Services




From Florante Ibanez: | have been promoted to the position of "Manager of Library Computer
Services' of the William M. Rains Library of Loyola Law School, Los Angeles, CA where | have
worked for the past 13 years as their "Computer Resource Center Assistant”. | will be graduating
from the Joint MLIS/MA Programs of Information Studies and Asian American Studies at UCLA
this June 2006. | will be remaining at Loyola Law School and also continue as the volunteer web-
master for the Filipino American Library (FAL) in Historic Filipino Town, Los Angeles. My Asian
American Studies MA Project was completed with arevamping of the FAL website to provide
more Outreach and Access viathe World Wide Web (http://filipinoamericanlibrary.org). | will be
presenting poster sessions for the Filipino American Library at the ALA Diversity Fair and

at the Joint Conference of Librarians of Color (JCLC). | will aso be presenting my FAL Website
Project at the Filipino American Nationa Historical Society (FANHS) Conference in Hawaii June
29-July 1st. (http://www.fanhs-national.org/). 1 would also like to thank the association as an
awardee of your APALA Scholarship in 2003.

From Ganga Dakshinamurti: Many of us are aware that in the recent election, Dora Ho got elected
to the ALA Council. It was pointed out to me that she received the largest number of votes. What
an impressive show! Our heartiest congratulations, Doral Y ou would be an excellent Council mem-
ber. APALA®interests are well met.

APALA Members: Please keep us up-to-date. Send us your news to share with your colleagues. | would
like to report the following#

Name:
Address;

Email your news to Kenneth Y amashita, Chair, Publications Committee, Stockton-San Joaguin County Pub-
lic Library, ken.yamashita@ci.stockton.ca.us




Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association
Affiliated with the American Library Association
Membership Application

DATE Pleasecheck one:  _ NEW MEMBER __RENEWAL
(APALA Membership year isfrom January 1 to December 31)
NAME:
FIRST MIDDLE LAST
POSITION
ORGANIZATION
PREFERRED ADDRESS: __ Work __Home
WORK ADDRESS HOME ADDRESS
CITY CITY
STATE ZIP STATE ZIP
PHONE: (Office) (Home)
(Fax) E-MAIL

(Optional) Please describe your HERITAGE
Indicate, in order of preference, the committees on which you wish to serve APALA

(Seelists of committeesin APALA Directory):

1

2.

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY: __ Persona ($20) __ Student ($10) __Institutional ($50) __ Life ($300)

DUES: $
DONATION Ching-chih Chen Leadership Development Fund: $
APALA Scholarship Fund: $
SheilaS. La Research Grant Fund: $
APALA General Fund: $
TOTAL AMOUNT: $
** Donation to APALA istax-deductible to the extent allowed by law **
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APALA Membership
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