
Asian-Pacific American Librarians Association
Newsletter

In this issue:

New Standing Committees
Members ............................. 2
Members News .................... 3
APALA Listserv Subscriptions
Info ..................................... 3
ALA Resolution .................... 5
Job Advertisement .............. 6
National Conference on Asian
Pacific American Librarians
Report ................................. 6
Membership Application/
Renewal Form ..................... 7

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Greetings!

I am honored to be your president during what I consider pivotal years for
APALA. The successful APALA-CALA coordinated launch of the first National
Conference on Asian Pacific American Librarians, drawing over 300 registrants,
set the tone of the next decade.

Every organization cycles through embryonic, growth and maturation stages. It is in the
maturation cycle that it is in its most dangerous period. The next step can be decline and death
for the organization or it can incubate the rebirth.  In a way this mirrors the youthful exuberance
and maturation of the many baby-boomers who are and have been a vital part of APALA and who
are reaching elder statesman levels. Some are looking forward to an honorable retirement with, we
hope, more time to spend on APALA activities. The exciting development has been the obvious
beginnings of a rebirth. A number of Gen-Xers to be encouraged, nurtured and from whom we will
learn are beginning to appear among the membership of APALA. They bring us web knowledge,
clear vision of the future, and the energy to build APALA once again into a growing, influential
organization among librarians.

Thanks to the organizational skills of our past-president, Sushila Shah, we have in place a
new Executive Director position, ably filled by Dr. Ling Hwey Jeng. Dr. Jeng has already
assembled a handbook of documents for the Executive board with the latest changes included.
Shah noted that the paperwork necessary to keep this organization in good order occluded the
necessary planning time needed by APALA’s officers. Now we have no excuses! Despite Shah’s
concern, she has capably moved the organization forward, produced a new strategic plan (see
Volume 21, No. 2 – March 2001 issue of this newsletter) and has promised to continue to monitor
the progress this year. Key in that plan was the continued professional development of our
membership while building the networking opportunities. Whether you are a long-time member of
APALA or a new recruit, we need your working support.  Many of our committees still need
members, people willing to assign a portion of their time to a specific committee project.

Lend us your talents during the coming year or two. Doctors Jeng and Yamashita have
promised to mentor anyone willing to chair the planning committee for the next NCAPAL

conference. Willing to work on some other committee? Take your
pick from: Constitution/By-laws, Finance, Awards, Programs,
Publicity, or Recruitment & Scholarship. Membership and the
Newsletter committees are filled already but I’m certain that if
you have a special talent in these areas, they will be happy to
add an additional person. Take a look at the strategic plan
adopted last year. There is work aplenty for everyone.

Elsewhere in this newsletter are directions for joining the
APALA listserv. If you haven’t done so already, do so soon.
Besides the frequent job postings, you will find current news of
the committee activities, planning for a possible pre-conference,
news of new Asian-American publications and quick surveys.
Let’s make this a productive year for everyone.

Tamiya Meehan
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Guest Editorial

Once again, I am pleased to
edit another issue of the APALA
Newsletter since our last
Millenimum Edition. The
editorship is undergoing some
changes. Changes are good and
they always bring improvement.
During this transition period, I
voluteered to serve as the Guest
Editor one more time.

The impact of September 11th
event has now become part of our
lives. The Senate recently passed
a bill to increase national security
measure but it may affect the
privacy of innocent citizen. Dr.
Ken Yamashita, our Past
President, wrote an insightful and
inspirational article on his
response to the September 11th
tragic event. I wish that I could
publish it in this issue, but it
would not be possible due to our
limited space. However, I would
encourage you to read the article
in its entirety online. Our
Executive Board also responded
to this event by voting to make a
donation to the Asian American
Federation WTC Fund (see p. 4 for
details.)

I enjoyed working on this
newsletter and I hope that you
enjoy reading it.

Wilfred Fong
Guest Editor

APALA Newsletter (ISSN: 1040-
8517) is published quarterly (March,
June, September, and December)
by the Asian-Pacific American
Librarians Association. All inquires
and comments should send to Dr.
Kenneth Yamashita
(kyamashita@stockton.lib.ca.us) or
Joy Shioshita (iris2@ix.netcom.com).
This newsletter is distributed free
to our members.

Standing Committees

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS
COMMITTEE

Benjamin T. Wakashige, Co-Chair
New Mexico State Library
ben@stib.state.nm.us
(W) 505-476-9762

Abdul Miah, Co-Chair
J. Sargent Reynolds Comm. College
amiah@jsr.cc.va.us
(W) 804-786-5638

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Heawon Paick, Chair
Los Angeles Public Library
hwpaick@netscape.net
(W) 213-228-7180

Marjorie Li
Rutgers University Libraries
mhli@rci.rutgers.edu
(W) 732-445-5904

Erlinda Regner
Chicago Public Library
eregner@chipublib.org
(W) 312-747-4113

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Sunnie Kim, Chair  (Proposed)
National Library of Medicine
sunnie_kim@nlm.nih.gov
(W) 301-435-7121

Elizabeth Hsu
Queens Library
EHSU@queenslibrary.org

Ma Corazon S. Dompor
San Diego Public Library
m6d@sdcity.sannet.gov
(W) 619-527-3485

Holly Yu
J.F.K. Memorial Library
hyu3@calstatela.edu
(W) 323-343-4993

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE

Kenneth Yamashita, Chair
Stockton-San Joaquin City Public
Library
kyamashita@stockton.lib.ca.us
(W) 209-937-8467

Joy Shioshita
Oakland Public Library
iris2@ix.netcom.con
(W) 510-238-3615

Min Chou
New Jersey City University Library
mchou@njcu.edu
(W) 201-200-3190

Lijuan Xu
University at Albany
xlj@albany.edu
(W) 518-442-3586

APALA Executive Board

Exeutive Director:
Ling Hwey Jeng
lhjeng00@pop.uky.edu
(W) 859-257-5679

President:
Tamiye Meehan
tmeehan@itpld.lib.il.us
(W) 847-459-4100

Vice President/President Elect:
Gerardo (Gary) Colmenar
colmenar@library.ucsb.edu
(W) 805-893-8067

Secretary:
Janet Tom
janettom@eudoramail.com
(W) 415-864-5487:

Treasurer:
Heawon Paick
hwpaick@netscape.net
(W) 213-228-7180

Immediate Past Presdient:
Sushila Shah
shah@macalester.edu
(W) 651-696-6701

Member-at-Large:
Yvonne Chen (2000-2002)
cheny@pls.lib.ca.us
(W) 650-780-7060
Ravindra N. Sharma
(2001-2003)
sharmarn@mail.wvsc.edu
(W) 304-766-3117

Continued on page 4
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Keep Yourself Updated on APALA News:  Join the APALA Listserv

The APALA Listserv (Address: APALA-L@listserv.uic.edu), available to all members, is an
information sharing resource and communications link for committee work, time-sensitive
bulletins, etc. Job announcements are also posted on the Listserv.

To join the listserv:
Send email to listserv@listserv.uic.edu
Leave the subject line blank
In the body of the message type
subscribe apala-l email-address firstname-lastname

APALA NEWS
New APALA Executive Director

Thanks and congratulations to Ling Hwey
Jeng, the new Executive Director of APALA. She
will serve a two-year term. Dr. Ling Hwey Jeng
is an Associate Professor at the University of
Kentucky School of Library and Information
Science. She was the Co-Chair of the NCAPAL
Planning Committee. Dr. Jeng also elected and
served as the President of the Chinese American
Librarians Association. She can be reached at
University of Kentucky, 3735 Palomar Centre,
Ste 150 PMB 26, Lexington, KY 40513. Voice:
(859)257-5679/Email: lhjeng00@pop.uky.edu/
Fax: (859)257-4205.

Members News

Min Chou, a reference librarian at New
Jersey City University Library, delivered a
keynote speech on “Academic Libraries and
Copyright Protection in a Digital Age” at the
International Conference on “Academic
Librarianship in the New Millenium: Roles,
Trends and Global Collaboration.” The
conference was held June 3-9 in Kunming,
China, and was sponsored by Oberlin College,
the Oberlin Shansi Memorial Association, and
Yunnan University in China. Conference
attendees came from the United States, China,
India, Indonesia, and other countries. Ms. Chou
also moderated a conference panel discussion
on “Scholarly Communication and Intellectual
Property.” She has conducted extensive
research on copyright law, DMCA, and UCITA,
and their impact on libraries. Ms. Chou will
deliver another paper on copyright issues at the
Annual Virtual Reference Desk Conference:
“Setting Standards and Making it Real,” to be
held in November 2001 in Orlando, Florida.

Dr. Hwa-Wei Lee, Dean Emeritus of Ohio
University Libraries and Visiting Distinguished
Scholar of the OCLC Online Computer Library
Center, has been selected by the J. William
Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board as a
Fulbright Senior Specialist for a six-week
assignment in Thailand from September 9 to
October 20, 2001. As an American Fulbright
Visiting Scholar in Thailand, Dr. Lee will be
assigned to the Department of Library Science,
Faculty of Humanities, Chiang Mai University
and will assist the Department to revise its
graduate program. In addition, Dr. will help
with faculty development, conducting a series
of lectures, planning an international seminar,
and advising the Central University Libraries.

Having a long and distinguished library
career spanning a period of 40 years, mostly in
the U.S., Dr. Lee has been very active in
international librarianship and has received
recognition and awards for his significant
contributions. For more information, please
contact Dr. Lee directly at <leeh@ohio.edu>.

Marjorie H. Li will be one of three
presenters at a one-day workshop on Collecting
and Interpreting Archival Materials at the New
Jersey State Archives at Trenton on November
10, 2001. This is a follow-up session to the
Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives conference on
October 7-13. The primary interest this year
will include collecting records pertaining to the
Great Depression and recent immigrant groups,
particularly Asian Indian and Chinese
American experiences in New Jersey. Besides
being an active academic librarian at Rutgers
University Libraries, Marjorie also serves as the
Chairwoman of the Middlesex County Cultural
and Heritage Commission as well as a member
of the New Jersey State Council on the Arts.
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APALA SUPPORTS THE ASIAN
AMERICAN FEDERATION WTC FUND

LEXINGTON, KY - On behalf of its members, the
Executive Board of the Asian/Pacific American
Librarians Association expresses its deepest sympathy
for the victims and their families of the September 11
terrorist attacks in New York City and Washington,
D.C., and its support for all government personnel and
volunteers in their tireless rescuing and recovery efforts.

The APALA Board has voted to donate $500 to the
Asian American Federation WTC Fund (Address: c/o
Asian American Federation of New York, 120 Wall
Street, 3rd Floor, New York, NY, 10005; donation
payable to “Asian American Federation WTC Fund”) to
provide financial resources to aid the larger assistance
efforts in the New York City region and support relief
efforts in the Asian American community. The APALA
Board urges its members to make personal
contributions to the same fund and to reach out to our
library colleagues, users and communities.

The Board further expresses its sincere empathy and
support for all Arabic American librarians and their
communities, many of whom are experiencing fear and
pain from the backlash, and urges all librarians to
provide library users with information about racial and
religious tolerance and respect for differences.

For further information, please contact:
Ling Hwey Jeng, Ph.D. Executive Director, Asian/

Pacific American Librarians Association, 3735 Palomar
Centre, Ste 150, PMB 26, Lexington, KY 40513.
Voice: (859)257-5679/ Email: lhjeng00@uky.edu
Fax: (859)257-4205

PROGRAM COMMITTEE

Gerardo Colmenar, Chair
colmenar@library.ucsb.edu
(W) 805-893-8067

Mary Wu
Hawthorne-Longfellow Library
mwu@bowdoin.edu
(W) 207-798-7077

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE

Mario Ascenio, Chair
D.C. Public Library
ascenciom@sil.si.edu
(W) 202-729-8698

Cathy Serafica
County of Los Angeles Public Library
cnserafica@juno.com

Nancy Park
Glendale Public Library
npark@ci.glendale.ca.us
(W) 818-548-2041

Peter Spyers-Duran
University of Central Florida
pspyers@mail.ucf.edu

Raghini Suresh
Kent State University
rsuresh@lms.kent.edu
(W) 330-672-1654

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

Buenaventura Basco, Co-Chair
Univ. of Central Florida Library
bbasco@mail.ucf.edu
(W) 407-823-5048

Abdul Miah—Co-Chair
J. Sargent Reynolds Comm. College
amiah@jsr.cc.va.us
(W) 804-786-5638

Sandy Wee
Los Gatos Public Library
swee@town.los-gatos.ca.us
(W) 408-354-6893

Smiti Gandhi
Valencia Community College
407-299-5000  x2456
sgandhi@valencia.cc.us

Continued from page 2

APALA NEWS

Don’t forget to notify APALA of
your address change.

Send change of address to Dr. Ling Hwey
Jeng, Executive Director, Asian/Pacific
American Librarians Association, 3735 Palomar
Centre, Ste 150, PMB 26, Lexington, KY 40513.
Email: lhjeng00@uky.edu/ Fax: (859)257-4205
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ALA Resolution

ALA AmericanLibraryAssociation

50 East Huron Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611-2795
USA

Telephone 312 944 6780 Fax 312
440 9374 Toll Free 800 545 2433
TDD 312 944 7298
E-mail:ala@ala.org http://
www.ala.org

ALA Executive Office
Telephone 312-280-3205
Fax312-944-3897

August 17, 2001

Ms. Tamiye T. Meehan
Director
Indian Trails Public Library District
355 South Schoenbeck Road
Wheeling, IL 60090

Dear Ms. Meehan,

On behalf  of  the Council of  the American Library Association (ALA) I am pleased to provide you
with this resolution adopted by the Council at its Annual 2001 Conference in San Francisco,
commending the Asian/Pacific American Librarian Association (APALA) for its successful efforts
with the Chinese American Library Association in coordinating and presenting Shared Visions, the first
joint National Conference on Asian American Librarians, held June 13-15 2001.

Shared Visions provided a wealth of  resources and opportunities for participants, and was
successful in obtaining more than a dozen major sponsors of  the conference, including the
American Library Association and the California State Library.

On behalf  of  ALA, please accept by best wishes and thanks for your successful joint
conference and for your ongoing outreach efforts in serving the needs of  your diverse
communities.

Sincerely,

William R. Gordon
Executive Director
American Library Association
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Job Advertisement NCAPAL NEWS

The first National Conference on Asian Pacific
American Librarians was a great success.
Preliminary statistics were very positive:

310 people attended the conference
4 keynote speakers
80 concurrent programs
98 speakers and facilitators
11 poster presentations
13 APA authors signing books
23 vendors at the Exhibits
28 advertisements in the Program Book
4 literary award winners
1 leadership award winner
8 legacy leaders, and
32 student scholars.

70 people attended the two preconferences,
more than 180 people participated in the Opening
Ceremony, and there were about 150 participants at
the Banquet and Awards/Legacy GALA. Reporters
from American Libraries, Library Journal, and
AsianWeek also attended the Conference. The
Conference web site features photos from the
various events <http://bioac.uky.edu/ncapal/>.

To all APALA and CALA members who
volunteered in conferece planning, THANK YOU for
your time and efforts. To all who attended the
Conference, thank you for being part of the success,
joy and pride. If you are writing a report for your
workplace on the conference experience, could you
please share the report with us?

An article about NCAPAL appeared in the June
22 issue of Asian Week. The online version is
available at: http://www.asianweek.com/
2001_06_22/bay3_apalibrarians.html.

Reported by Dr. Ling Hwey Jing, Co-Chair, NCAPAL
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APALA Newsletter Advertising Rates:

The APALA Newsletter, published quarterly in
March, June, September, and December, contains
information and issues of professional interest to
members and the APA communities we serve/
represent.
Quarter Page (3-1/2" x 4-1/16"): $50.00
Half Page (Vertical 3-1/2" x 9-1/8" OR Horizontal
7" x 9-1/8"): $100.00
Full Page (7" x 9-1/8"): $150.00
Discount: 10% off if camera ready copy is provided.
15% off for APALA members.
Due Dates: March issue (February 10); June issue
(May 10); September issue (August 10); December
issue (November 10)

The University of Oklahoma
School of Library and Information Studies

invites applications for a tenure-track, Assistant Professor position
to begin Fall 2002. Required qualifications: doctoral degree in
library and information science or related field completed or nearing
completion; record of published research or demonstrated research
potential; expertise in new and developing information,
communications, and instructional technologies; ability to work
with multiple internal and external constituencies; expertise and
ability to teach in one or more of the following areas: knowledge
management; design, use, and evaluation of information resources
and services; organization of information; information transfer;
preservation. Faculty are expected to teach in one or more required
course areas. Experience or demonstrated ability in design and
delivery of courses in a variety of formats, including distance
learning modes, highly desirable.  Competitive salary and benefits.
Position available August 16, 2002.  Screening begins immediately;
applications considered until position filled. Send application letter,
statement of research interest, curriculum vitae, and names of three
references to Dr. June Lester, Chair, Search Committee, School of
Library and Information Studies, University of Oklahoma, 401
West Brooks, Room 120, Norman, Oklahoma 73019-6032. The
University of Oklahoma is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative
Action Employer.

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES CATALOG LIBRARIAN

RESPONSIBILITIES: Reporting to the Head, Bibliographic
Access Services, and working in a team oriented highly automated
and networked environment, the successful candidate is expected
to play a leadership role in the management of electronic resources,
including cataloging remote and direct access titles, participating
in CSU system-wide initiatives relating to the management of
electronic resources, developing standards, policies and procedures,
negotiating licenses, overseeing compliance, and serving as the
point of contact concerning copyright, intellectual property, license
terms and regulations. Will also catalog other formats as needed
and perform related duties as assigned, including public service
opportunities. REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS: ALA-
accredited MLS and 2 years recent cataloging experience for an
academic library, including demonstrated professional experience
with electronic resources. PREFERRED: applicants experienced
with OCLC, III, LC, CONSER, and familiar with metadata
standards (e.g. TEI, XML, Dublin Core) SALARY: This is a tenure
track position appointed at the Senior Assistant rank. Starting salary:
$48,156 - $54,132 for 12 months, commensurate with qualifications
and experience; additional salary increments within the Senior
Assistant rank are possible up to a maximum of $90,804 based on
meritorious performance; 10 month option available with
proportionate salary reduction. Relocation funding may be
available. For more information, visit our website at: http://
www.csupomona.edu/~library/html/erlib.html or contact us at
phone: 909/869-3090, FAX: 909/869-6922, Position open until
filled with early attention given to applications postmarked by 9/
28/01. AA/EEO/TITLE IX EMPLOYER
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ASIAN/PACIFIC AMERICAN LIBRARIANS ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

DATE _______________ Please check one: __NEW MEMBER __ RENEWAL
(APALA Membership year is from January 1 to December 31)

NAME
LAST________________________FIRST____________________MIDDLE_______________

POSITION____________________________________________________________________

ORGANIZATION  _____________________________________________________________

PREFERRED ADDRESS:  __ Work __ Home

WORK ADDRESS HOME ADDRESS

____________________________________ ____________________________________

____________________________________ ____________________________________

CITY_______________________________ CITY_______________________________

STATE______ZIP___________ STATE______ZIP___________

PHONE: (Office)_________________________ (Office Fax)__________________________

                (Home)_________________________ (Home Fax)__________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________

 (Optional) Please describe your HERITAGE_________________________________________

 Indicate, in order of preference, the committees on which you wish to serve APALA
(See lists of committees in APALA Directory):

1. ____________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY: __Personal ($20) ___Student ($10) __Institutional ($50)

DUE:  $ _______

DONATION Ching-chih Chen Leadership Award Fund:  $ _______

APALA General Operation Fund:   $ _______

TOTAL AMOUNT:  $ _______
** Donation to APALA is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law

Please mail the completed form with check (payable to APALA) to:
APALA Membership
3735 Palomar Centre, Ste 150 PMB 26
Lexington, KY 40513

Yolanda ultimately selected the position in the Social Sciences Department.  She thought she could
make it, even though she had directly experienced and become aware of the racism of some members of
that department.
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Please keep us up-to-date. Send us your
news. I would like to report the following:

Name:

Address:

Email your news to:
Kenneth Yamashita, Chair, Publications
Committee
Stockton-San Joaquin City Public Library
kyamashita@stockton.lib.ca.us

APALA homepage:

http://www.uic.edu:80/depts/lib/projects/
resources/apala/


