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Greetings to all APALA members! 
 
The year 2004 is almost over.  We might have had many ups and downs this past 
year.  But we all have high hopes for the next year! 
 
APALA will have its Midwinter All-Committee and Executive Board Meeting in 
Boston, January 15, 2005 at 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  The members of each committee 
and EB are encouraged to attend this meeting.  We are going to discuss very impor-
tant matters that will impact our organization.  Of course, as always, all APALA 
members are more than welcome to attend the meeting.  The meeting location is not 
released yet.  As soon as it is available we will send out the information.  The follow-
ing is the Preliminary Meeting agenda. 
 

Preliminary All-Committee and Executive Board Meeting 
AGENDA 

 
January 15, 2005 

4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
 

ALL-COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
1. AWARDS COMMITTEE 
2. CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS COMMITTEE 
3. FINANCE COMMITTEE 
4. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
5. PROGRAM PLANNING COMMITTEE 
6. PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 
7. PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
8. SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 
9. WEB COMMITTEE 
 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
1. Report from Each Committee 
2. Report from Executive Director 
3. Report from JCLC Steering Committee Reps 
4. Change of Listserv Hosting 
5. Membership Database 
 
As your President, I wish all of you a very happy and safe holiday season.  And may 
all your hopes and dreams come true in the coming year. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Heawon Paick 
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An Interview With Jessica Hagedorn 

Or iginally appeared in Asian Amer ican Press (www.aapress.com) in 
Spr ing, 2004. 

 
 

The following interview originally appeared in the Asian American Press newspaper (www.aapress.com) as 
part of an on-going series of interviews with Asian American writers across the country since 2002.  Con-
ducted by APALA member Bryan Thao Worra, a freelance literary-arts reporter based in Saint Paul, Minne-
sota, these interviews are intended 
to encourage emerging Asian American readers and writers. This project also hopes to foster a wider appre-
ciation for Asian American literature, and an informed understanding of individual authors' approaches and 
influences.  In the coming months ahead, we hope to share more of these interviews with the members of 
APALA both in the print newsletter and on-line.  If you know of any authors you would like to see inter-
viewed, please feel free to contact Bryan at thaoworra@aol.com  

 

Jessica Hagedorn is an acclaimed novelist and National Book Award nominee,  as well as a poet, playwright, 
and screenwriter. She was born and raised in the Philippines, and moved to the United States in her teens.  
She is the author of three novels, Dream Jungle, The Gangster of Love, and Dogeaters, and of Danger and 
Beauty, a collection of selected poetry and short fiction.  Hagedorn is also the editor of the first Charlie Chan 
is Dead: An Anthology of Contemporary Asian American Fiction, which has recently been re-released and 
updated as Charlie Chan Is Dead 2: At Home In The World. 
 
AAP: So, how does it feel now that Charlie Chan Is Dead 2 is finally out? 
JH: It  has been ten years since the first anthology came out in 1993, and it is gratifying to see this second 
volume filled with many fine new writers who have come of age since the first edition was published. 
 
AAP: How would you describe it to people thinking about picking it up?  JH: Pioneer writers such as Carlos 
Bulosan, Hisaye Yamamoto and Wakako Yamauchi, published alongside Monique Truong, Jhumpa Lahiri, 
R.Z. Linmark, Philip Huang, Akhil  Sharma, Chang-rae Lee, Han Ong, Karl Taro Greenfeld and Ka Vang, 
just to name a  few - a rich, diverse, and surprising collection of writers, I would say... 
 
AAP: Do you foresee regularly updated editions of Charlie Chan Is Dead in the future? 
JH: No. 
 
AAP: How long have you been writing?  
JH: I've been writing since I was a child. 
 
AAP: What got your started in writing? 
JH: A love of books and story-telling in all forms. 
 
AAP: What are some of your favorite themes to work with personally? 
JH: Sex, race, class, power, spirituality - everything! 

(Continued on page 3) 

APALA Newsletter (ISSN: 1040-8517) is published quarterly (March, June, September, and December) by the Asian-
Pacific Librarians Association.  All inquiries and comments should be sent to Dr. Kenneth Yamashita 
(ken.yamashita@ci.stockton.ca.us) or Gary Colmenar (colmenar@library.ucsb.edu).  This newsletter is distributed free 
to our members 

FEATURE ARTICLE 
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DATE _______________ Please check one:     __NEW MEMBER  __ RENEWAL 

        (APALA Membership year is from January 1 to December 31) 

NAME: 
FIRST_____________________MIDDLE_________________LAST_______________________ 

POSITION______________________________________________________________________ 

ORGANIZATION  _______________________________________________________________ 

PREFERRED ADDRESS:  __ Work  __ Home 

WORK ADDRESS HOME ADDRESS 

_____________________________________ ______________________________________ 

_____________________________________ ______________________________________ 

CITY________________________________ CITY_________________________________ 

STATE______ZIP_____________________  STATE______ZIP_______________________ 

PHONE: (Office)_______________________ (Home)________________________________ 

                (Fax)____________________ E-MAIL ________________________________________ 

 (Optional) Please describe your HERITAGE____________________________________________ 

 Indicate, in order of preference, the committees on which you wish to serve APALA 
(See lists of committees in APALA Directory):  

1. ____________________________________________________________________________  

2. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY: __Personal ($20) __Student ($10) __Institutional ($50) __ Life ($300) 

  DUES:  $ _______ 

DONATION Ching-chih Chen Leadership Development Fund:  $ _______ 

 APALA Scholarship Fund:  $ _______ 

 Sheila S. Lai Research Grant Fund:  $ _______ 

 APALA General  Fund:   $ _______ 

 TOTAL AMOUNT:  $ _______ 

 **  Donation to APALA is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law **  

Please mail the completed form with check (payable to APALA) to:  
APALA Membership 

 Ling Hwey Jeng  
 Texas Woman's University 
 School of Library and Information Studies  
 P.O. Box 425438, Denton, TX 76204.   
 

Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association 
Affiliated with the American Library Association 

Membership Application 
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In light of the recent catastrophic tragedy in Southeast Asia, APALA is drafting a resolution to support IFLA 
in their work.  Here is the email forwarded from IFLA from the National Library in Sri Lanka.   

 

From: "Sjoerd Koopman" <Sjoerd.Koopman@ifla.nl>  
To: <Ifla-l@infoserv.inist.fr>  
Sent: Tuesday, December 28, 2004 2:46 AM  
Subject: Sri Lankan Libraries Need Urgent Assistance  
 
Sri Lankan Libraries Need Urgent Assistance  
 
Sri Lanka plunged in to crisis as giant tidal waves lashed the southern, northern, and eastern coasts of the 
country causing over 12000 deaths and massive lost of property. The sudden rise in sea-level, a phenomenon 
known as tsunami, had been unleashed by a massive earthquake measured at 8.9 Richter scale, near northern 
Sumatra, Indonesia at 6.58 a.m. (Sri Lankan time) on Sunday 26th December 2004. According to the US 
Geological survey this was the fifth largest quake for a century and the biggest for 40 years. A wall of water 
as high as 50 feet triggered by the earthquake hit the Sri Lankan coast around 9.45 a.m. (Sri Lankan  
time). In some areas in Sri Lanka the killer waves had traveled as far as 5 kilometers inland and sucked in 
almost every thing standing in its way. It is estimated that over one million people in the country have  
been affected by this phenomenal tragedy. Amidst this catastrophe a large number of school libraries, com-
munity libraries, children libraries, public libraries, libraries belong to religious institutions and a large num-
ber of private/home libraries in the affected areas either have either been completely destroyed or severely 
affected.   
 
In this hour of calamity the National Library and Documentation Services Board (NLDSB) of Sri Lanka 
seeks assistance from the international community and especially from the IFLA members to reconstruct/
repair the damaged libraries and the restoration of the damaged books and other library material. According 
to the preliminary estimates the damage to the buildings and to the other infrastructure facilities is huge and 
the donations in the form of either library material or financial assistance are sought from the international 
library community.  Monetary donations can be sent to the NLDSB account no. 00251620073963 at the Peo-
ples Bank, Park Street Branch, Colombo, Sri Lanka. Further details please. contact Upali Amarasiri, Director 
General, NLDSB, 14, Independence Avenue, Colombo 7. Sri Lanka. Website www.natlib.lk , 
www.lankapage.com, E-mail dg@mail.natlib.lk Tel. 94 11 2687581, Facsimile 94 11 2685201. Many thanks 
in advance for your  
support.  
 
W.A.Abeysinghe,  
Chairman  
National Library and Documentation Services Board, Sri Lanka  
 
Upali Amarasiri  
Director General  
National Library and Documentation Centre and  
National library and Documentation Services Board, Sri Lanka  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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FEAT URE A RT I CL E 

 
 

AAP: What has been your biggest challenge as a writer? 
JH: To write as well as I can. 
 
AAP: How has the Filipino community responded to your work? 
JH: Their responses to my work have been varied: some love it, some hate it. 
 
AAP: Has your family been supportive of your writing? 
JH: Yup. 
 
AAP: What do you look for most in your own writing? 
JH: Fearlessness, clarity and passion. 
 
AAP: Who are some of your favorite writers? 
JH: Denis Johnson, J.M. Coetzee, Russell Banks, Robert Stone, Toni Morrison, Manuel Puig, Alma Guiller-
moprieto, Gabriel Garcia Marquez—that's just my current list, which keeps evolving. 
 
AAP: Do you have any advice for younger writers? 
JH: To be fearless and  passionate. To tackle big ideas and let the world in. To empathize. 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 2) 
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APALA NEWS 

APALA PROGRAM AT ALA ANNUAL IN CHICAGO 
 
 
Are you planning ahead for the 2005 ALA Annual in Chicago?  Then mark your calendars for the APALA 
annual program scheduled for June 26, 2005 @ 1:30 - 3:30  This year our program will address several sub-
stantive 
issues regarding Asian American Studies collections. 
 
Title: How does your library collection "Stack-Up" to meet the needs of Asian Pacific Americans in your 
communities? 
 
As the Asian Pacific American (APA) population grows in the U.S., libraries across the United States have 
been developing their collections to serve the needs of this multi-lingual and ethnically diverse group.  How 
does one nurture a collection that serves both the information needs of diverse APA populations and Asian 
American Studies scholars?  What issues influence the publishing industry in producing books and other ma-
terials by and about Asian Pacific Americans? What motivates an author to write about and for Asian Pacific 
Americans?  What are the current trends in 
academic writing in the field of Asian American Studies?  A panel of librarians, scholars, writers, and pub-
lishers will address these questions taking examples from their own personal and professional experiences. 
 
For more information please contact: colmenar@library.ucsb.edu  
 
Program Committee members: 
Ganga Dakshinamurti, Chair 
Sherise Kimura 
Gary Colmenar 

Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association Newsletter (Dec 2004)     
5 

APALA  Members:  Please keep us up-to-date.  Send us your news to share with your colleagues.  I would 
like to report the following:   

 
 
 
 
Name:   
Address:  

Email your news to Kenneth Yamashita, Chair, Publications Committee, Stockton-San Joaquin County Pub-
lic Library, ken.yamashita@ci.stockton.ca.us 

 
 
 

 
Smiti Gandhi recently published the article "Knowledge Management and Reference Services" in Vol. 30, 
No. 5 (September 2004) issue of The Journal of Academic Librarianship. Ms. Gandhi is a Senior Research 
Librarian at Harcourt Education in Orlando, Florida. 
 
Smiti's article takes a look at how corporations are embracing knowledge management (KM) to capture the 
intellectual capital of their employees.  This article focuses on KM applications for reference work in 
libraries.  It defines key concepts of KM, establishes a need for KM for reference services, and reviews 
various KM initiatives for reference services. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBER NEWS 


