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GreeAngs, APALA members and other readers! 

I’m honored to serve as your President for 2012-

2013. I would like to tell you about my history 

with APALA, so you have an understanding of 

where I’m trying to take it during my presidenAal 

term. 

 

I first became an APALA member around 2004-

2005, when I was a Spectrum Scholar, and I took 

advantage of the free one-year membership ben-

efit. However, it wasn’t unAl 2007 that I really 

became involved with APALA. ALA Annual was in 

Washington, D.C., which was where I was living at 

the Ame, and that’s when I a1ended my first 

APALA dinner. I felt welcomed and at ease, and it made me want to be a part of 

the APALA community. I immediately renewed my membership, which I had al-

lowed to lapse, and volunteered for a couple of commi1ees.  

 

At the 2008 Midwinter MeeAng, there was a panel program right aFer the APALA 

ExecuAve Board/All-Commi1ee meeAng that featured former APALA leaders, who 

talked about the history of and their experiences with APALA. It was followed by a 

discussion about the future of APALA. That was a defining moment for me. While 

it was great to learn about APALA’s beginnings, it was even more inspiring to hear 

from those who have helped to shaped it, clearly sAll cared about it, and could see 

its potenAal. A couple of points stood out for me that evening:  

 

1) While APALA had been a successful, small organizaAon, it was Ame for it to 

grow and flourish. 

2) In order to do so, APALA needed to conAnue to have commi1ed leaders and 

engaged members. 

 

As I hope most of you have discovered by now, APALA is indeed a cozy organiza-

Aon. In my experience, it has excelled most in providing fellowship and personal 
(Con�nued on page 2) 

A. Jade Alburo, APALA President, 

2012-2013. 
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support to its members. However, given the number of APA 

librarians, as well as APA communiAes that need services 

from librarians of all ethniciAes, I definitely think APALA 

should be bigger than it is. And I don’t mean just in terms of 

membership size, but also in the degree of influence. 

(Though, of course, having more people enables us to ac-

complish more.) 

 

In 2008-2009, I was appointed chair of the newly-created Ad 

Hoc Commi1ee on Membership Recruitment (now sub-

sumed under the Membership Commi1ee). My team didn’t 

do much recruiAng, but we did brainstorm about what 

APALA needed to have in order to a1ract new members and 

retain exisAng ones. We came up with recommendaAons for 

new benefits, such as online or virtual resources, programs, 

discussions, and toolkits. One of my two main iniAaAves this 

year—the expansion of our web content—stems directly 

from and addresses a number of these recommendaAons. 

One of my goals for doing this is to at least lay the founda-

Aon for making the APALA website a naAonal clearinghouse 

for APA-related library informaAon, so it serves not only as a 

pracAcal tool for APALA members, but for all librarians and 

anyone else serving APA communiAes. 

 

To realize this, I have included specific assignments in a num-

ber of commi1ees’ and task forces’ charges for this year. For 

example, I have asked: the Commi1ee on Family Literacy Fo-

cus to add to the acAviAes/program secAon of the Talk Story 

website; the Literature Awards Commi1ee to add book co-

vers and links to authors Atles in our list past winners; and 

the Web Commi1ee to invesAgate possible plaNorms for vir-

tual meeAngs/discussions and webinars. But there are two 

groups that will really address the need for addiAonal web 

content. This year, I have added a sub-commi1ee for web 

content to the Newsle1er & PublicaAons Commi1ee, and I 

have tasked it with introducing a number of monthly and/or 

quarterly features. I have also reinvented the Task Force on 

Library Services to APAs and, among other things, have 

charged it with: determining the needs of APA communiAes 

and informaAon professionals serving them (in order to then 

decide how to address these needs), researching APA-related 

library programs and resources and highlighAng them on the 

APALA website, and working with the Newsle1er & Publica-

Aons Commi1ee on any features that includes resource lists. 

If we can accomplish most of these, we should have a more 

robust and valuable website. 

 

The second point from that inspiraAonal panel sounded very 

much like a clarion call for new leaders to me. And I was 

ready to answer. Even though I was only a year out of library 

school at that Ame, I vowed to myself that I would step up to 

be a leader in APALA. In fact, a year later (in early 2009), I ran 

for Vice-President/President-Elect. Obviously, I lost the elec-

Aon. That was actually just as well because, in the interven-

ing years, my three immediate predecessors had been build-

ing an infrastructure that should go a long way towards keep-

ing APALA coordinated so that its members have more Ame 

to focus on other acAviAes. Thus, I now have the luxury of 

insAtuAng projects such as the ones menAoned above. How-

ever, I am conAnuing to build on this foundaAon with my oth-

er iniAaAve—the creaAon of an APALA handbook. This would 

serve as a resource to APALA members and leaders and 

would ease the transiAon between commi1ees, as well as 

between ExecuAve Boards, from year to year. 

 

To do this, the Archives Ad Hoc Commi1ee is now the Ar-

chives & Handbook Task Force. The handbook sub-commi1ee 

is basically charged with creaAng a handbook that includes 

informaAon on both the organizaAon and the various com-

mi1ees, including history or background, descripAons and 

charges, procedures, Amelines, forms, and so on. In order to 

facilitate this, its members will create a template that will not 

only provide consistency, but could also be filled out more 

easily by APALA officers and commi1ee chairs. The com-

mi1ees and task forces have all been asked to provide this 

documentaAon. The hope is that this handbook would be fin-

ished by Annual 2013 and would help in next year’s transi-

Aon. 

 

 These two iniAaAves are in addiAon to the conAnuaAon of 

previous years’ goals of promoAng APALA and its literary 

awards, succession planning, and fundraising. Again, I have 

included charges for specific commi1ees to achieve this. 

However, it doesn’t have to be solely the work of officers and 

commi1ees to do APALA’s work and to help make it grow. I 

encourage all of you to write promoAonal pieces, create re-

source lists, volunteer for specific projects, host fundraisers, 

and suggest other ideas. Though I do have a plan for what I 

would like to accomplish this year, I am flexible and open to 

suggesAons.  

 

For instance, one of the things that have already been started 

in the last two months is the “What’s Your Normal?” series. 

As I have explained before, it started from an email that led 

to my asking someone to write an essay, which then triggered 

the idea for the series. This series is actually a perfect exam-

ple of what I’m trying to do with APALA. On the one hand, I 

would like us to maintain our inAmate feel, and this does that 

by featuring personal essays that offer peeks into our lives, 

thus allowing us to get to know each other a li1le be1er with-

out necessarily having to a1end a face-to-face social or con-

ference. At the same Ame, we want to offer more value as an 

organizaAon, whether it is to our members or the general 

public. While the essays do offer a certain kind of insight, the 

resource lists accompanying them present links for further, 

more objecAve informaAon. This series, thus, simultaneously 

offers an opportunity for virtual engagement and conversa-

(Con�nued on page 3) 
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Aon, as well as for the creaAon of a useful knowledge base. It 

keeps us both cozy and outward-looking. And that’s my vi-

sion for APALA. 

 

Before I end, I once again want to express my thanks to 

Sandy Wee, last year’s President, her ExecuAve Board, all the 

commi1ee and task forces chairs and volunteers, outgoing 

ExecuAve Director (ED) Gary Colmenar and incoming ED Ven 

Basco. You have given me so much with which to work. This 

year, I am extremely privileged to have an excellent Execu-

Ave Board in: Vice-President/President-Elect Eugenia Beh, 

Secretary Lessa Pelayo-Lozada, Treasurer Shoko Tokoro, Im-

mediate Past President Sandy Wee, Members-at-Large Tina 

Chan, Janet Clarke, Candice Mack, and Alanna Aiko Moore, 

and ED Ven Basco. I am also floored by the response that I 

received to my call for volunteers—about a third of our total 

membership heeded the request, and a few others wrote to 

say that they couldn’t do it this year but will definitely volun-

teer next year. This is the kind of parAcipaAon we need in 

order to keep APALA strong and flourishing.  

 

I know that I have an ambiAous agenda for this year, but I 

know that we can accomplish most of it. I think that we all 

care about APALA and want nothing but the best for it, and I 

believe that my iniAaAves will help us move forward to the 

next level. I can’t wait to work with you all. Let’s get this 

started!  ҉ 

 

Best, 

(Con�nued from page 2) the world. His poem "No Regrets" was wri1en as a response 

to the 2008 chapbook of the same name by Lao Minnesotan 

writer Saymoukda Vongsay. 

 

"The poem highlights the importance and role of literature 

and books in preserving the memories of Asian Americans, 

including their inner lives and hopes for the future," Thao 

Worra said. "It was also inspired by the work I have done 

with other APALA members and librarians over the years." 

 

Other countries were represented by poets like spoken word 

arAst Kosal Khiev, who was a Cambodian refugee deported 

by the US to Phnom Penh. Thailand was represented by the 

award-winning poet Chiranan Pitpreecha, while Vietnam’s 

poets were represented by Nguyen Bao Chan. 

Many of their poems were read aloud on the BBC and sched-

uled for inclusion in the World Record Anthology from 

Bloodaxe Books. 

 

Thao Worra recently celebrated the 5th anniversary of the 

publicaAon of his first full-length book of poetry, On the Oth-

er Side of the Eye. This August, he and other Lao American 

colleagues received a cerAficate of recogniAon from the gov-

ernor of Minnesota to celebrate Lao Minnesotan ArAsts Her-

itage Month. With the 3rd largest Lao American populaAon 

in the country, Minnesota is home to numerous internaAonal 

award winning arAsts such as Bounxou Chanthraphone, a 

master weaver who holds an NEA Heritage Fellowship. 

 

You can see Thao Worra's work and the work of other poets 

involved at: 

h1p://www.guardian.co.uk/books/interacAve/2012/jun/26/

poetry-parnassus-interacAve-map 
 

Thao Worra’s poem “No Regrets”  is printed in this News-

le1er issue on page 7.  ҉ 
 

⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗ 
 

Lessa Kanani'opua Pelayo-Lozada, 

Children's Librarian at Glendale Public 

Library and Secretary and Chair of the 

Family Literacy Focus Commi1ee for 

APALA, co-authored her first book 

from Arcadia Press, Hawaiians in Los 

Angeles in May 2012.  The book focus-

es on the family stories of diasporic 

NaAve Hawaiians from the 1960s unAl 

today through text and family photo-

graphs.  Pelayo-Lozada hopes that this 

book will encourage more people in 

the Pacific Islander community to document their vibrant 

history on the conAnent.  To find out more about how the 

(Con�nued on page 9) 

APALA member and LaoAan 

American writer Bryan Thao 

Worra was recently selected as 

the Lao delegate of the Cultural 

Olympiad. A week-long Poetry 

Parnassus was hosted by the 

Southbank Centre, the largest 

poetry fesAval ever staged in the 

United Kingdom. Poets from all 

of the compeAng Olympic na-

Aons were brought together 

with 145 of the featured poets 

a1ending in person.  Each naAon 

was represented by one poet 

during the fesAval. 

 

Thao Worra was chosen from 

among the over 6,000 nominaAons received from around 

 

APALA M�01���2�3 N�4� 

Bryan Thao Worra.  
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by Suzanne Im 

 

On July 7, 2012, we invited local librarians, library students, 

and staff to the very first Gold Coast APALA social at Zen Yai 

Thai Cuisine in downtown Santa Barbara. This was an oppor-

tunity for a1endees to connect with each other and learn 

about upcoming APALA events at ALA Annual. It was a very 

successful turnout with fiFeen in a1endance. 

 

APALA member Katrina Nye and her husband drove out 70 

miles from Santa Maria to meet us. Talk about commitment! 

APALA Web Commi1ee Chair Angela Boyd donated lovely 

terrariums for door prizes. Lively conversaAon abounded, 

covering a gamut of topics from library student aspiraAons to 

the local Summer SolsAce celebraAon. 

 

AFer dinner, we partook in First Thursday, a monthly Santa 

Barbara celebraAon of arts, culture, social acAvism and en-

tertainment. UCSB Life Sciences Librarian Kristen LaBonte 

lead our art walk up State Street, where we cheered on the 

Bike Moves parade. 

Such socials are not only a great way to recruit new mem-

bers, but also to build community and awareness of APA is-

sues in libraries. We hope to conAnue this social on a quar-

terly basis. The next social is slated for the first Thursday in 

September. ҉ 

 
 

Suzanne Im is UCSB Library Fellow for 2011-2013. 
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C��:  � M7��07�7  
by Janet Clarke, Tina Chan, Alvin Dantes 

 

It was a warm summer night on June 6 in New York City. Sev-

eral APALA members met for dinner at Morimoto NYC, a Jap-

anese restaurant in Chelsea, aFer the first day of the State 

University of New York Library AssociaAon Conference 

(SUNYLA). There were no sighAngs of Iron Chef Masaharu 

Morimoto, but APALA members seemed energized. The res-

taurant was busy, the menu extensive, and all were excited 

about eaAng Japanese fusion food. The conversaAon was 

wide ranging and informal, moving from topics like Asian 

food to Koha. The dinner was organized by Janet Clarke 

(Stony Brook), Alvin Dantes (Oneonta), and Tina Chan 

(Oswego).  

 

Janet Clarke, SUNY Stony Brook: 

Janet H. Clarke presented a session on the work that Stony 

Brook University Libraries has been doing with EducaAonal 

Opportunity Program (EOP) students for the last 10 years. 

She highlighted the partnership with Stony Brook's IT depart-

ment, described session content, and provided background 

on the EOP and its context at Stony Brook. She also moderat-

ed a lively session on Fulbright-funded librarian experiences 

abroad (Tunisia, South Africa, Cypress, Greece). 

 

Tina Chan, SUNY Oswego:  

A1ending the SUNYLA conference at the Fashion InsAtute of 

Technology was exciAng as this was my first SUNYLA confer-

ence. I am thankful to SUNYLA because I was a recipient of 

the Sylvia Chu Memorial Scholarship, which included free 

conference registraAon and one preconference conAnuing 

educaAon session. The preconference I a1ended was called 

LibGuides: For More Than Just Guides, presented by fellow 

APALA member and SUNY colleague, Alvin Dantes at SUNY 

Oneonta. Alvin showed us how to use the LibGuides API, how 

to embed a LibGuides widget, and how to use CSS to custom-

ize LibGuides. I had not previously explored LibGuides this 

extensively, so I am glad I a1ended Alvin’s informaAve ses-

sion. 

 

Alvin Dantes , SUNY Oneonta: 

This was the second SUNYLA Conference that I have a1end-

ed. Unlike the first Ame, I was here as a presenter. I present-

ed a pre-conference workshop and a poster session on Lib-

Guides and how to use the API. I am glad that I was able to 

meet and dine with other APALA members here in the North-

east, and I look forward to future events.  ҉ 

Good company makes the food taste even better!  
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Judy Yung PresentaAon at Riverside Public Library in 

Riverside, CA 

by Melissa Cardenas-Dow 

CelebraAng Asian Pacific Island Heritage Month in May 2012, 

University of California Riverside (UCR) and its many commu-

nity partners invited Professor Judy Yung to present on Angel 

Island and its significance to American immigraAon history. 

Between 1910 to 1940, Angel Island ImmigraAon Center pro-

cessed around one million people. This earned Angel Island 

its nickname of “Ellis Island of the West.” Angel Island is lo-

cated in the San Francisco Bay Area and is designated as a 

California State Park. The ImmigraAon StaAon on Angel Is-

land is a NaAonal Historic Landmark. 

 

Dr. Yung’s 2010 book, Angel Island: Immigrant Gateway to 

America, provided the focus of the presentaAons she made 

at UCR’s Highlander Union Building and the Arlington branch 

of Riverside Public Library’s Community Room. Both events 

were free and open to the public. My family and I a1ended 

the Saturday, May 19th, presentaAon at Riverside Public Li-

brary Arlington branch, which had approximately 40 

a1endees. RepresentaAves from the event’s community 

partners—Save Our Chinatown Commi1ee (SOCC), and the 

MulAcultural Council of Riverside Museum Associates 

(Riverside Metropolitan Museum), Riverside Chapter of the 

Japanese American CiAzens League (Riverside JACL)—were 

also present. Refreshments of tea, water, spring rolls, dump-

lings, crackers, and various sweet treats were served.  

 

Professor and Author Judy Yung discusses her book Angel Island 
Immigrant Gateway to America. Arlington Branch Riverside Public 

Library. 

Angel Island: Immigrant Gateway to America won the 2010 

Asian/Pacific American Award for Literature in the Adult 

NonficAon category, an honor bestowed by APALA. The 

book, co-authored by Dr. Yung and Dr. Erika Lee, also won 

the 2011 Caughey Book Prize from the Western History Asso-

ciaAon, an annual award given for the “most disAnguished 

book on the history of the American West.” (Western History 

AssociaAon, Past Award Winners) AFer her presentaAons at 

UCR and Riverside Public Library, Dr. Yung traveled to The 

Autry NaAonal Center in Los Angeles, California, where she 

conducted another lecture on the history of Angel Island. On 

a related note, The Autry NaAonal Center awarded the Mav-

erick Prize to the Angel Island ImmigraAon StaAon Founda-

Aon (AIISF). Dr. Yung’s presentaAon at The Autry was part of 

the programs that recognize the work and contribuAon of 

AIISF to the history of the American West. 

Coordinator Judy Lee, UCR librarian, started off the presenta-

Aon by introducing Dr. Yung, her work and contribuAon to 

Chinese American history and women’s history. Dr. Yung’s 

presentaAon painted a vivid picture of individual lives 

touched by internaAonal poliAcs, racial, class, and gender 

values, and governmental policies during various Ames of  

(Con�nued on page 6) 

Author Judy Yung signs book at Angel Island lecture. Arlington Branch 

Riverside Public Library. 

Author Judy Yung poses with co-sponsors and new friends. Arlington 

Branch Riverside Public Library. 
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war and peace. Interspersed throughout Dr. Yung’s presenta-

Aon are images from Angel Island ImmigraAon StaAon, which 

celebrated its centennial in 2010, pictures of individuals who 

have spent Ame at the staAon and transcripAons of wri1en 

arAfacts from newspapers, barracks-wall carvings, and per-

sonal diary entries.  

 

While Angel Island figures prominently in Asian American 

immigraAon history, Dr. Yung retold stories of people from 

Europe and LaAn America crossing into the United States 

through Angel Island ImmigraAon StaAon. These stories are 

also prominent in Angel Island: Immigrant Gateway to Ameri-

ca. Dr. Yung provided signed copies of the book, the pro-

ceeds from which benefited the Angel Island ImmigraAon 

StaAon FoundaAon. 

 

Dr. Judy Yung worked as a librarian at the San Francisco Pub-

lic Library and the Oakland Public Library before earning her 

doctorate in Ethnic Studies from University of California, 

Berkeley. 

 

For more informaAon about Angel Island ImmigraAon Sta-

Aon, please visit the Angel Island ImmigraAon StaAon Foun-

daAon (AIISF) website and view the AIISF tour video. 

Special thanks to Judy Lee for images and addiAonal infor-

maAon. Please visit Save Our Chinatown Commi1ee (SOCC) 

Facebook page, Save Riverside Chinatown: h1ps://

www.facebook.com/savechinatown. ҉ 

 
Melissa Cardenas-Dow is Outreach/Behavioral Sciences Librarian at 

University of Redlands. 

(Con�nued from page 5) 

Save Our Chinatown Committee (SOCC) board members Luz Negron 

and Judy Lee pose for the camera. 
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by Amalia  Menon 

 

I am not an ALA poster session kind of a person. I tend to 

breeze through it at the exhibit hall to get to the ALA Store, 

but this year, something changed my mind. I was poring over 

the poster session abstracts the night before (for some light 

reading) and I happened to noAce an interesAng Atle. I read 

the abstract. The next day, I went to the poster session by 

Jaena Alabi, Reference and InstrucAon Librarian, from Au-

burn University. Her poster session was enAtled, “Do You See 

What I See? Academic librarians’ Experiences of Racism.” Her 

research project was about racial microaggressions: “brief, 

everyday exchanges that send denigraAng messages to 

people of color because they belong to a racial minority 

group.” Jaena sought “to invesAgate academic librarians’ ex-

periences and observaAons of racism in the profession.” If 

college students and faculty of color experience race-based 

microaggressions, would minority librarians experience them 

as well. Is this one reason why minority librarians leave the 

profession? 

 

Jaena was standing alone in front of her poster. I went and  

asked about her research, she was happy to explain. The pur-

pose her study was to: 1.) “invesAgate the prevalence of ra-

cial microaggressions in the academic library environment, 

and 2.) determine whether non-minority librarians are con-

scious of racial microaggressions their minority colleagues 

may be experiencing.” Her methodology was an online sur-

vey distributed to various listservs, largely based on “Nadal’s 

racial and ethnic microaggressions scale (REMS)”, and litera-

ture. Jaena informed me that she sAll needed to pore over 

the data so the result was preliminary. In her handout, how-

ever, she listed twelve responses from those who responded 

to her survey. At least seven of the responses, in my humble 

opinion, came across as having “not a good” experience at 

their workplace. 

 

I thanked Jaena for her Ame. I took her handout and business 

card as others waited paAently to take their turn to speak to 

her. I lingered at the poster sessions. I visited a few more 

booths and learned new things, such as, open source digital 

repository and other techie stuff. AFer awhile, I forgot to visit 

the ALA Store. As I returned to the program sessions, I 

thought about the significance of Jaena’s research.  Perhaps 

someday, one of us will expand on it. I can’t wait to read 

about her research in the near future. I am now a poster ses-

sion fan.  ҉ 

 
Amalia Menon is a librarian at Stanford University. She is a member 

of APALA’s Diversity and Outreach Task Force 2012-2013.  
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The long awaited 2
nd

 NaAonal Joint Conference of Librarians 

of Color (JCLC) will be arriving Sept. 19-23 following a 6 year 

wait from the first JCLC held in 2006 in Dallas, TX with over 

1,000 parAcipants.  

 

This conference theme of Gathering at the Waters:  Cele-

bra�ng Stories, Embracing Communi�es is sure to a1ract 

parAcipaAon from many students, teachers, librarians and 

other informaAon professionals interested in serving diverse 

communiAes and sharing best pracAces and experiences 

from the trenches. 

 

JCLC 2012 will be hosted in the heart of downtown Kansas 

City, Crown Center which is oFen called a city within a city. 

Three levels of great shopping and dining complement two of 

the city’s most luxurious hotels, exquisite office buildings, a 

residenAal community and several entertainment a1racAons.  

 

With over 200 sessions planned, JCLC will truly be a confer-

ence experience for everyone to learn from and share. Just 

recently added  are various exciAng Kansas City cultural bus 

tours  for a1endees to visit the sites and flavors of Kansas 

City such as, the Haskell Indian NaOons University, the 

American Jazz Museum, Negro Leagues Baseball Museum, 

Nelson-Atkins Art Gallery, and a Taste of Kansas Tour.  

 

For APALA a1endees, enjoy an APALA meeAng /recepAon 

E�2��@ L�1� �: A��7@� ��7�� G� � U3 

67� JCLC 2012 �� K �� �, MO  

being planned on the Friday evening of JCLC Sept. 21st. The 

updated detailed program is now online on the JCLC website. 

For more informaAon and to register for the JCLC, please visit 

h1p://jclc-conference.org. 

 

The JCLC is co-sponsored by the five ethnic caucuses of the 

American Library AssociaAon which include the American 

Indian Library AssociaAon (AILA); the Asian/Pacific American 

Librarians AssociaAon (APALA); the Black Caucus of the Amer-

ican Library AssociaAon (BCALA); the Chinese American Li-

brarians AssociaAon (CALA), and REFORMA, the NaAonal As-

sociaAon to Promote Library and InformaAon Services to LaA-

nos and the Spanish Speaking.  ҉  

No Regrets 
 

Maybe one day, 

A page will be found, 

A song will be heard, 

A stroke will be drawn 

Filled with explanaAons. 

 

Maybe one day, 

The nuckawi and silapin, beauAful as a field of khao mai 

Will be vindicated. 

 

A family will start. 

 

A child will learn the names of a stranger who believed in 

them 

Before they even met. 

 

Maybe one day, 

A heart will remember a brother, a sister, a crime, a moment 

of love, 

A chronicle of a city, a haiku from Japan. 

A teacher. 

A friend on the other side of your eye. 

 

UnAl then, what is certain? 

Night arrives, then day. The moon, the sun, the rain and 

waves. 

A few other things, maybe something someone will write 

down. 

Maybe not . 

 
 

~ Bryan Thao Worra, APALA member and LaoAan American writer 

҉ 
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B��4��� L�1� �� ��  �� S@27B �� 
by Paul Lai 

 

As I transiAon from my previous career as a teacher and 

scholar of Asian American literatures to the world of librari-

anship, I hope to maintain connecAons to that world of Asian 

American studies scholarship and to the amazing faculty 

whom I met in those circles. One of my interests is in helping 

to bridge the worlds of librarianship and scholarly research 

by joining the ranks of librarians who acAvely work with 

scholars in developing access to the wealth of material that 

inform and comprise the field of Asian American studies. As 

part of that work, I helped to organize a roundtable panel 

discussion at this year’s AssociaAon for Asian American Stud-

ies conference held April 11-14 in Washington, DC. This pan-

el, “Expanding the InformaAonal: Asian American Digital Rep-

resentaAon and Community Empowerment,” created the 

opportunity for about a dozen librarians and scholars to ex-

change ideas about the relaAonship between scholars and 

Asian American communiAes as well as about parAcular pro-

jects dealing with informaAon and scholarly knowledge. 

 

To start things off, MarAn Joseph Ponce, Associate Professor 

of English at Ohio State University, and I introduced a collab-

oraAve project in an iniAal brainstorming phase. For years, 

Joe had been noAcing that people tend to engage with his 

work in Asian American studies as if the field is so new that 

there is not a substanAal body of scholarship already in exist-

ence. He has had to explain to colleagues, students, and li-

brarians on mulAple occasions that there are in fact decades 

of academic scholarship and an even longer history of intel-

lectual producAon about Asian America. In order to make this 

scholarship more visible, Joe approached me to work with 

him on creaAng a database or portal that would help scholars 

and others comprehend the scope of the field and to find 

published research more readily. Ideally, we would like to 

combine the pracAces of creaAng comprehensive bibliog-

raphies of the field, something that Amerasia Journal used to 

do, for example, with new online technologies and social me-

dia to decentralize the process of entering new research and 

to facilitate conversaAons between scholars and librarians. 

 

Next, Jina Park, who recently completed her MLIS degree at 

the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, raised the 

issue of many librarians’ lack of knowledge about the special-

ized field of Asian American studies and the negaAve impact 

that mispercepAons of the field has on building a relaAonship 

between Asian American studies faculty, students in their 

classes, and librarians. Jina noted that the majority of librari-

ans are white, which leads to both a normalizaAon of white-

ness and a focus on only certain kinds of understandings of 

Asian America such as Asian immigrant stories. By idenAfying 

librarians’ misunderstanding of Asian American studies, Jina 

suggested that working to explain the field more broadly to 

librarians is an important project for increasing the reach of 

its scholarship. 

 

Daniel C. Tsang, DisAnguished Librarian at UC Irvine for Asian 

American studies, picked up this thread in discussing the is-

sues that arise when digital archives experts who are not 

part of Asian American communiAes work with material such 

as oral histories. Since librarians and archivists are the ones 

who make material accessible to others by assigning appro-

priate metadata and describing informaAon resources, they 

are the ones who must understand enough of what they are 

processing in order to represent it accurately. Dan men-

Aoned as one specific problem the complexiAes of repre-

senAng romanized Chinese names. He then also discussed a 

project that he is working on to record oral histories from 

the Chinese Vietnamese diaspora (Chinese who lived in Vi-

etnam before being displaced in the civil war to other coun-

tries like the United States). This project highlights the im-

portance of experAse in complex histories to understand the 

place of ethnic minoriAes in the Vietnamese diaspora in the 

United States, who by and large are subsumed under the 

mantle of Vietnamese America. 

 

Then, MLIS student Touger Vang talked about the dangers of 

ethnographic research when scholars enter a community, 

take informaAon and stories from its people, and then bene-

fit in their publicaAons and careers from that research with-

out more fully engaging with that community. As an acAvist 

who has worked extensively with Hmong and Southeast 

Asian communiAes in North Carolina, he advocated greater 

collaboraAon between scholars and community members so 

that the producAon of knowledge about Asian American 

communiAes is less a one-way movement of informaAon and 

cultural capital. Instead, he called for engaged scholarship in 

which the types of research projects that academics under-

take for their own professional advancement would include 

dynamic partnerships with community members who help to 

shape that research as well as concrete benefits for the com-

munity. 

 

Finally, University of North Carolina at Greensboro LIS pro-

fessor Clara M. Chu and Rutgers University history professor 

Kathleen López discussed their joint project to update and 

reintroduce an online portal of informaAon about and for 

Chinese in/from LaAn America. Clara began by taking up 

Jina’s earlier comments about the lack of rigorous and sus-

tained discussion about Asian America and race more gener-

ally in librarianship. She noted that the InformaAon Profes-

sional 2050 conference at UNC Chapel Hill, billed as a cele-

braAon of that university’s LIS program but also as a look for-

ward to the future of the field, did not include any present-

ers of color nor did it foreground diversity as a topic. This 

blindspot was especially stunning because the year 2050 is 

(Con�nued on page 9) 
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the year other commentators oFen note as the year when 

the United States will officially reach a point where white 

Americans drop below 50% of the total populaAon. Clara 

asked how librarians might take into account more fully this 

demographic shiF and the importance of approaching the 

field without white patrons and librarians as the norm. 

 

Kathy then shared the mockup of the website that she and 

Clara have been assembling about the Chinese in and from 

LaAn America. Kathy emphasized that the goal of the website 

is to make scholarly research available to the community 

while also enabling community members to contribute con-

tent. Echoing Touger’s call for a two-way exchange of infor-

maAon and cultural capital, Kathy and Clara envision creaAng 

a digital space for cultural heritage preservaAon. As Clara 

noted, students in ethnic studies classes oFen are sent to 

libraries to learn about their own communiAes or others ra-

ther than learning how to turn to themselves to generate and 

analyze those stories and informaAon. 

 

AFer the brief presentaAons, we all had a chance to share 

some insights, experiences, and suggesAons for the issues 

that we all raised. One audience member, for example, dis-

cussed her own experiences as an historian in using universi-

ty archives and being treated by the archivist as someone 

who didn’t quite seem to belong, perhaps because she 

looked too young to be a serious scholar and because she 

didn’t look the part of a scholar because she is Filipina. We 

also talked about the dynamic between scholar and commu-

nity, exploring different ways that scholars might be held 

more accountable to the communiAes they study but also 

acknowledging the importance of supporAng scholars of col-

or who are working hard to gain tenure and promoAon in 

academia. 

 

We leF the session with hopes of sustaining these conversa-

Aons in our individual projects, as well as in creaAng more 

bridges between scholars and librarians. What is clear from 

the discussion is the need for making Asian American studies 

scholarship more accessible to those outside the immediate 

circle of scholars--to reach out to librarians and community 

members in parAcular--as well as to create online spaces that 

facilitate conversaAons between scholars and community 

members. I hope that we also conAnue to carve out a regular 

space for librarians to meet up at the annual AAAS confer-

ence, and I look forward to meeAng other APALA members in 

future conference se\ngs. ҉ 

 
Paul Lai has just completed a year of coursework for the MLIS de-

gree and looks forward to learning more about librarianship, ar-

chives, and digital informa�on. He currently works as the library 

intern in the Center for Transporta�on Studies at the University of 

Minnesota. 

(Con�nued from page 8) 

authors are conAnuing to document the community, visit 

their blog at:  h1p://hawaiiansinla.wordpress.com or like 

them on Facebook at: h1p://www.facebook.com/

HawaiiansInLosAngeles.  ҉ 

 

⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗ 

   

Rebecca "Becka" Kennedy began a new posiAon at Sea1le 

Public Library in July 2012. She is a Librarian for Arts, Recrea-

Aon, and Literature at the Central Library. Previously, she 

was a social sciences librarian for Chicago Public Library and 

most recently, worked in publicaAons for The NaAonal Bu-

reau of Asian Research (NBR), a think tank focused on U.S.-

Asia policy. Becka is thrilled to return to public librarianship, 

and she also conAnues to freelance as an editor.  ҉ 

 

⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗ 

 

APALA member Jerry Dear, Librarian/InformaAon Strategist 

at San Francisco Public Library and Library InformaAon Tech-

nology Instructor at City College of San Francisco, submi1ed 

a couple of highlights from his recent informaAon profession-

al accomplishments. 

 

Contribu�on to Informa�on Litera-

cy Instruc�on Book 

Last fall I had a privileged oppor-

tunity to work with Joan Kaplowitz, 

a reAred faculty member of UCLA's 

Library and InformaAon Science 

program.  Her strong interest and 

passion in the informaAon literacy 

field in collaboraAon with Esther 

Grassian led her to explore the dy-

namics and benefits of student-

centered teaching in school, aca-

demic, and public libraries.  Her 

research in this subject evolved into a book enAtled Trans-

forming Informa�on Literacy Instruc�on Using Learner-

Centered Teaching (Neal-Schuman, 2012).  I was thrilled and 

honored to submit a vigne1e to this work, delineaAng my 

instrucAonal strategies in teaching a Power Googling class to 

the general public at the San Francisco Public Library.  

BayNet Event Featuring David Silver 

Last spring I also had an excellent opportunity to invite David 

Silver from the University of San Francisco as the keynote 

(Con�nued from page 3) 

(Con�nued on page 12) 
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ALA A��F B 2012 A� 2��0 
by Catherine H. Phan 

 

The most obvious statement I can make as a first-Ame 

a1endee of ALA’s Annual Conference is that it is an over-

whelming experience. Tens of thousands of a1endees, hun-

dreds of exhibitors, a couple thousand events, and hundreds 

of programs is, well, huge. Thankfully, it was not so huge that 

it prevented me from having an excellent Ame. It was tre-

mendously helpful to travel with veteran conference goers 

who helped me navigate the hugeness that is ALA Annual. 

Being an APALA member and meeAng fellow APALA mem-

bers via email took away some of the inAmidaAon too. It was 

nice to have an official APALA hotel where you knew you 

would meet friendly faces. 

Here are a few of my lessons learned as a first-Ame Annual 

a1endee. First and foremost: find a conference mentor, pref-

erably before the conference. As menAoned, without insight 

into ge\ng the most out of Annual from veterans, I would 

have been completely lost. They can give you Aps on se\ng 

up your schedule (are you really going to have Ame to get 

from this session locaAon to that one?), reassure you on ac-

ceptable behaviors (really, it’s okay to leave a session early), 

and inform you of unadverAsed events (come to this ven-

dor’s recepAon!). At the very least, research the plethora of 

Aps available online people have provided for first-Ame 

a1endees and sign up for one of the many first-Ame 

a1endee sessions. 

 

Second, check and then re-check that you’ve brought your 

business cards. If you don’t have business cards, make some. 

You’ll need them. I, unfortunately, leF my neat stack of busi-

ness cards on my desk back home. I can’t count the number 

of Ames I had to say, “Sorry, forgot my business cards at 

home. I can write down my contact informaAon for you.” I 

think the most valuable thing that ALA Annual provides is the 

networking opportuniAes and your Any li1le three and half 

by two in cards are priceless. Be sure to a1end sessions or 

events outside of your area. It’s a great way to extend your 

networking circle to those you’d never meet otherwise. On 

the business cards you receive, jot a note on the back about 

where you met this person and why you connected. Then 

write them when you get back home. 

 

Third, take some down Ame. I realize conferences are not 

inexpensive and you someAmes feel this need to cram in as 

many session and events as possible, but for the sake of your 

mental and physical sanity, schedule in a break. It did won-

ders for me to leave the conference world behind a bit when 

I enjoyed dinner with local friends and caught a Sunday aFer-

noon baseball game. It gives your head some Ame to relax, 

digest, and reload for the following day. Down Ame can be as 

simple as turning down dinner with colleagues for a quiet 

evening alone. Plus, you won’t burn out so quickly from being 

submerged in the library world at all Ames. 

 

Lastly, write some notes down at the end of each day or im-

mediately when you get back, i.e. as soon as you can. It’ll 

keep things fresh, you’ll remember the details, and you’ll be 

able to arAculate what you’ve learned to your boss, your co-

workers, or whomever is asking. 

 

As for what I’ve walked away with from the conference, one 

big idea stuck with me: networks. RelaAonships, partner-

ships, outreach, collaboraAon. These things are all related. 

Whether it was discovering a Wisconsin connecAon between 

so many members at the APALA social dinner or wrapping my 

head around David Weinberger’s ideas of how knowledge 

has evolved in the Age of the Net or listening to catalogers 

across several insAtuAons talk about distribuAng their skills 

across library units, ALA Anaheim was shouAng connect, con-

nect, connect at me.  

 

AFer all, that’s one of the big reasons for flying across the 

country for a conference, isn’t it? To make personal connec-

Aons, to culAvate relaAonships with people you don’t regu-

larly encounter, to expand your network. Because networks 

make you be1er, make your work be1er. I’ve said it once and 

I’ll say it again, networking is the most valuable thing that a 

conference like ALA can give you. 

 

My involvement in naAonal iniAaAves - APALA commi1ees 

included - will grow from my ALA experience. The whole ex-

perience couldn’t and wouldn’t have happened for me with-

out the generous support and travel award from APALA. We 

all know these are tough Ames for travel funding so scholar 

(Con�nued on page 13) 

APALA members at ALA Annual 2012. Front row, from left: Susan Hoang, 
Dawn Wing, Tien-I Tsai . Back row:  Fred Park, Janet Tom, Joy 

Panigabutra-Roberts, Catherine H. Phan . Photo courtesy of Dawn Wing. 
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Linmark, R. Zamora. Leche. Coffee House Press. Apr. 2011. 

280 p. ISBN 978-1566892544 

 

Wri1en by R. Zamora Linmark and published by Coffee House 

Press, Leche was selected as the honor book in the adult fic-

Aon category for the 2012 Asian/Pacific American Award for 

Literature.  This hilarious and high-spirited novel pushes the 

envelope, offering a brutally honest portrayal of the Philip-

pines in post-Marcos 1991. Vince, a twenty-three year old 

Filipino American gay man, wins a trip back to his homeland 

as the first runner-up in a beauty pageant for Mr.Pogi (i.e. 

handsome in Tagalog). The story follows Vince’s escapades as 

he experiences the sights and sounds of the hot, humid and 

frenzied country aFer thirteen years away. He fondly recalls 

his early childhood living in the province with his adoring 

grandfather. Vince’s happy memories contrast with grim later 

years spent in Hawaii living with his parents who eventually 

divorce. The spot-on dialogue captures the phoneAc accent 

spoken by locals.  Filled with fascinaAng details of everything 

Filipino from popular canned foods to the obsession with ce-

lebriAes and supersAAons, Leche is a great read for those 

who want to understand more about the Philippines and its 

culture.   

 

Karen Fernandez, Reference Librarian & Instructor, Highline 

Community College 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Otsuka, Julie.  The Buddha in the ACc.  Knopf Doubleday.  

Aug. 2011.  144 p. ISBN 978-0307744425 

 

Julie Otsuka’s second novel sings with poeAc flair as she 

dramaAzes the plight of Japanese mail-order brides at the 

start of the twenAeth century just decades before World War 

II.  Employing a first-person plural point of view, Otsuka delin-

eates the manifold struggles and discriminaAon Japanese 

women faced as they leF Japan, sailed across the Pacific, and 

arrived upon the shores of California to reach San Francisco.  

From the backbreaking toiling in the fields and pressure to 

assimilate by mastering a new language to the impending 

war that profiled Japanese Americans as enemy aliens, The 

Buddha in the A\c chronicles the varied experiences of Japa-

nese women spanning four decades of American history.  Not 

only are the Japanese Americans represented.  At one point, 

the choral voice shiFs to that of the white Americans, there-

by adding another layer of complexity to this beauAfully 

wrought novel. 

  

Through a unified collecAve voice, Otsuka depicts glimpses of 

the triumphs and struggles of a down-trodden community 

that perseveres against extraordinary odds in spite of blatant 

prejudice and hosAlity.  ResonaAng with bouts of despair, 

fueled by flashes of anger, and punctuated by moments of 

hope, the women, and on a grander scale, the Japanese 

American community, persist in asserAng their rights as loyal 

American ciAzens.  Overall, Otsuka craFs a deeply researched 

and compelling piece of wriAng infused with emoAonal and 

haunAng overtones, long aFer the novel is over.  

 

Jerry Dear, Librarian/Informa�on Strategist, San Francisco 

Public Library; Library Informa�on Technology Instructor, City 

College of San Francisco  
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Shiga, Jason.  Empire State:  A Love Story (or Not).  Abrams.  

May 2011.  144 p.  ISBN 978-0810997479 

 

From the mathemaAcal mind of graphic novelist Jason Shiga 

comes a charming tale about two twenty-somethings search-

ing to find their place in the world and in life.  Jimmy is a 

nerdy geek who works at the Oakland Public Library, dabbles 

with HTML coding for Web pages in his spare Ame, signs his 

paycheck over to his mother, and has never traveled out of 

California.  His best friend (and crush) Sara, wants to venture 

off to New York and work in the publishing industry.  AFer 

Sara departs for New York, Jimmy yearns to be with her and 

with romanAc hope, sends her a le1er, proposing that they 

meet at the top of the Empire State Building at sunset. 

 

Part autobiography sprinkled with saAre, Shiga’s Empire State 

explores the idiosyncraAc and amusing dynamics of love, jeal-

ousy, and desperate desire, underscored by a subversive 

tone of cynicism.  AlternaAng scenes colored first in blue and 

then in red signify chronological Ame shiFs, sustaining and 

diversifying the narraAve pace of the story.  Equally outstand-

ing is the wi1y and sardonic dialogue interspersed between 

characters as they ruminate and poke fun at different issues 

from ethnic misidenAficaAon to job interviews, unrequited 

love and disenchantment with life—all encapsulated by the 

universal journey towards adulthood in this coming-of-age 

story.  

 

Jerry Dear, Librarian/Informa�on Strategist, San Francisco 

Public Library; Library Informa�on Technology Instructor, City 

College of San Francisco  

speaker for BayNet's annual busi-

ness meeAng.  In his talk, David 

shared his observaAons and in-

sights on what happened when 

he challenged the 80 students in 

his IntroducAon to Media Studies 

class to parAcipate in a media 

fast.  He also discussed how li-

braries are strategically posi-

Aoned to teach the learners of 

tomorrow.  This engaging lecture, 

enAtled "Digital NaAves on a Me-

dia Fast: A Few Findings about 

College Students, CollecAve Curi-

osity, and Libraries,” featured the 

good, the bad, and terribly fright-

ening results of this digital fast 

and can be found here:   h1p://bit.ly/KIoOr0  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BayNet is a mulA-type library associaAon in the San Francisco 

Bay Area that strives to foster professional development for 

diverse libraries and informaAon resource centers.  Its mis-

sion is to “strengthen connecAons among all types of libraries 

and informaAon centers, and to promote communicaAon, 

professional development, cooperaAon, and innovaAve re-

source sharing.”  ҉ 

⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗⸗ 

(Con�nued from page 9) 

(Con�nued on page 13) 

Those interested in contribu�ng to the book review sec�on 

should contact Miriam Tuliao, New York Public Library,  

miriamtuliao(at)nypl.org.  

 

B77= R�9��4� 
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David Silver, BayNet 2012 

Keynote Speaker. 

Jerry Dear planning BayNet 2012 with BayNet President Nicole 

Greenland from Paul J. Cushing Library, Holy Names University.  
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W2 �’� Y7F� N7�0 B?  
A New APALA Feature Series 

by Jade Alburo, APALA President 2012-2013 

 

APALA is launching a new series called What’s Your Normal? 

that will feature personal essays, accompanied by resource 

lists, highlighAng the different kinds and forms of idenAAes 

within APA populaAons. 

The idea for this series is an essay, enAtled “Six Yards of Nor-

mal,” wri1en by Gurpreet Kaur Rana, who is Sikh Canadian 

and Global Health Coordinator at the Taubman Health Scienc-

es Library at the University of Michigan. I had asked Preet to 

write an essay in response to the mass shooAng at the Sikh 

Temple of Wisconsin on August 5, 2012, and what she came 

up with was an extremely personal and poignant essay, in 

which we learn a li1le bit about what is “normal” for her. I 

was especially struck by her last sentences: 

We need to have a discourse on “normal”. You need 

to learn about my “normal”.  I need to learn about 

your “normal”.  We need to be aware and educated 

about the communiAes and people that make up the 

fabric of this country.  Our differences do not make us 

different. 

Preet is absolutely correct about the need to have such a dis-

course. Hence, the idea for the series was born. 

“Six Yards of Normal” is the inaugural essay in the What’s 

Your Normal? series. The hope is that APALA members (and 

other interested parAes) will heed Preet’s call to “learn about 

your ‘normal’” and offer a slice or two of what is ordinary or 

typical in our individual lives but may be uncommon for or 

unknown to others. By sharing our stories, I believe that not 

only will we learn about each other, but we would also show-

case the diversity of idenAAes within APA populaAons. 

Each essay will be accompanied by a list of resources, to 

which others are free to contribute. The links will eventually 

be compiled, expanded on, and put in the resources secAon 

of the APALA website. With the personal glimpses in the es-

says and the ve1ed resources in the lists, this series, thus, 

offers us the opportunity to provide both subjecAve and ob-

jecAve informaAon. 

If you are interested in contribuAng to the series, please send 

your essays, along with a list of resources, to Melissa Car-

denas-Dow (melissa.cardenasdow[at]gmail[dot]com). These 

will be published at regular intervals and will go in the fea-

tures secAon of the APALA website.  ҉ 

 
Note: This ar�cle is a reprint of a post originally from APALA-

web.org, dated August 31, 2012. 

 

ships such as these are so valuable and helpful and encourag-

ing. Valuable because they are someAmes the only way a 

person can a1end a conference. Helpful because they make 

it known that these experiences are within your reach. And 

encouraging because they let people know that there are 

organizaAons that want a diversity of people to parAcipate.  

҉ 

 

 

Catherine H. Phan is  the APALA Travel Grant 2012 awardee and 

Digital Services and Metadata Librarian at  University of Wisconsin 

Digital Collec�ons Center. 

(Con�nued from page 10) 

APALA member and Rutgers University librarian Anjali Goyal 

presented a poster in the IFLA World Library and InformaAon 

Congress 2012 held in Helsinki, Finland. The Congress’ theme 

is Libraries Now! Inspiring, Surprising, Empowering. 

 

Goyal presented with her colleague Miraida Morales. Their 

poster, Mapping the Arab Spring: Iden�fying Key Skills of 

Transliterate Users, featured their current research. Below is 

the descripAon of their poster provided during the IFLA 2012 

Congress. 

 

“We aim to idenAfy the core skills of transliterate users by 

defining transliteracy as a different mode of literacy than in-

formaAon literacy. Our research is based on the definiAon of 

transliteracy as “the ability to read, write, interact across a 

range of plaNorms, tools, and media, from signing and orality 

through handwriAng, print, TV, radio, and film, to digital so-

cial networks.” For informaAon literacy to encompass trans-

literacy, it must address the ways different media interact 

and affect an individual’s informaAon behavior: can a user 

successfully find informaAon across mulAple databases, en-

cyclopedias, books, tweets, blogs, and videos? Our research 

determines that transliteracy does indeed encompass a dis-

crete set of skills not included under informaAon literacy as 

generally defined by the ALA’s AssociaAon of College and 

Research Libraries' InformaAon Literacy Competency Stand-

ards for Higher EducaAon, and we idenAfy these skills and 

suggest ways to evaluate or measure a user’s level of translit-

eracy. We use the example of the disseminaAon of infor-

maAon about the Arab Spring in order to be1er understand 

how these individuals navigate the different, new, and ever-

changing informaAon sources in the 21st century digital in-

formaAon environment. “  ҉ 

(Con�nued from page 12) 

 

APALA M�01���2�3 N�4� 



 

14                                          www.apalaweb.org               APALA Newsle
er  ⁞⁞ Fall 2012 

C BB F7� SF10����7�� 
 

The APALA Newsle1er Commi1ee is always looking for 

submissions. Please send us your arAcles, stories, le1ers 

to the editor, and announcements. Stay tuned for the next 

deadline for submissions. 

 

Submissions to the APALA Newsle1er may be made by any 

current APALA Member or APALA affiliate. Please send your 

submissions electronically in one of the following formats:  

MS Word, RTF, PDF, or plain text pasted into the body of an e-

mail. We ask that submissions be kept to a length of 500 to 

1,000 words. Graphics are encouraged. Please submit imag-

es as separate files along with a list of file names with corre-

sponding capAons. If using images that are already on the 

Internet, the URL of the image and a capAon or descripAon 

may be added to the text of the submission. 

 

Please send submissions and inquiries to APALA Newsle1er 

Editor Gary Colmenar at colmenar(at)library.ucsb.edu. 

Please indicate “APALA Newsle1er” within the subject line of 

your e-mail.   A confirmaAon of receipt will be sent in a Amely 

manner. NoAficaAon of our decision to accept or reject your 

submission for publicaAon will be sent aFer the submission 

deadline. 

 

Submissions for book reviews should be submi1ed to the 

book review editor Miriam Tuliao at miriamtuliao(at)

nypl.org. Submissions should be sent electronically in MS-

Word format or a Word-compaAble format. Reviewers 

should keep their reviews to 300-500 words. Any length 

much shorter or longer should be discussed with the re-

views editor prior to submission. Reviewers should avoid 

conflicts of interest. Full disclosure should be made to the 

book reviews editor when appropriate. 
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APALA Newsle1er is published twice a year (and someAmes 

thrice) by the Asian Pacific American Librarians AssociaAon, 

an affiliate of the American Library AssociaAon. ISSN: 1040-

8517. Copyright © 2012 by the Asian Pacific American Li-

brarians AssociaAon. No part of this periodical may be re-

produced without permission. Editor: Gary Colmenar, col-

menar(at)library.ucsb.edu. Book Reviews Editor: Miriam 

Tuliao, miramtuliao(at)nypl.org. 

 

Views expressed in this newsle1er are not necessarily 

those of APALA. The editors reserve the right to edit sub-

mi1ed material as necessary or as the whimsy strikes. 

 

For inquiries about placing an adverAsement in the APALA 

newsle1er please contact the editor at  

colmenar(at)library.ucsb.edu 
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